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28 April 2016 
 

Your Excellency Mr. Chhieng Yanara, Minister attached to the Prime Minister, Secretary 
General of Council for the Development of Cambodia  

Excellencies from the Royal Government of Cambodia 

Ambassadors and European Development partners 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Dear colleagues 

Let me say how I am pleased to be here today. I would like to thank HE Yanara and his 
staff from the Council for the Development of Cambodia for organising this dialogue on 
the first Annual Monitoring Report on the implementation of the European Development 
Strategy for Cambodia.  

As HE Yanara noted the European Strategy was launched in 2014 and is closely aligned 
to the Royal Government Rectangular Strategy – Phase III and the priorities of the 
National Strategic Development Plan (NSDP) 

The overarching goal of the European Strategy is to work in partnership with the Royal 
Government of Cambodia and other development actors to: 

� reduce poverty;  

� enable equitable and sustainable growth and development;  

� foster respect for human rights and democratic principles and an active civil 
society in Cambodia; and  
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� improve the effectiveness and impact of development cooperation.  

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 

I would like to thank H.E Yanara for his observation that the Annual Monitoring Report 
of the European Strategy is well-structured, short, and to the point. 

European partners' disbursements in support of the Rectangular strategy outcomes in 
2014-2015 amount to USD 370 million (EUR 330 million) which represents around 16 % 
of all ODA disbursed in Cambodia in this two-year period. We have been working in 
partnership with the Royal Government of Cambodia, civil society organisations, the 
private sector and the ECCC. In these partnerships European partners strive to further 
strengthen the capacity and the use of the Cambodian Government's national systems and 
to leverage additional resources in support of sustainable and inclusive development.  

The European Strategy is a result of our joint - European and the Royal Government of 
Cambodia – commitments as expressed in the Busan Global Partnership for Effective 
Development Cooperation, to increasing the effectiveness of our development 
cooperation to ensure greater impact.  

In that context, HE Yanara already observed, our annual report tracks progress in priority 
areas where European partners provide support and highlights results based on the Royal 
Government’s Rectangular Strategy objectives. Today we have a valuable opportunity to 
jointly discuss the progress we made in the implementation of our strategy’s priorities 
during 2014-2015, to draw lessons from initial implementation of the Strategy. 

Our discussion will naturally build on the impressive progress made by the Royal 
Government of Cambodia towards achieving many Cambodian MDGs; notably reducing 
income poverty, increasing primary enrolment, and fighting HIV and malaria, with other 
areas such as primary completion rate and gender parity at the secondary level being 
within reach.  

In this regard, European partners are determined to fully support the Royal Government’s 
plans for localising the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and implementing the 
2030 Agenda: including a focus on the “unfinished business” of CMDGs, such as in the 
areas of nutrition, de-mining, environmental sustainability, access to clean water and 
sanitation. 

European partners are guided by common values, notably the respect for human rights, 
democracy, fundamental freedoms and the rule of law. In this context, I would like to 
emphasise that we see it as a central responsibility of government to maintain an 
environment in which political parties can operate freely, without fear of violence or of 
politically motivated use of judicial or law enforcement mechanisms, and in which a 
vibrant civil society can flourish. Gender equality is also a common priority that we share 
with the Royal Government of Cambodia. Understanding that gender equality is central to 
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achieve all development objectives, we would like to take the opportunity today to share 
the objectives of our Gender Action Plan (GAP) for the period 2016-2020.  

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Overall, European partners feel encouraged by the progress towards the outcomes of our 
Strategy and the related results achieved in partnership with the Royal Government of 
Cambodia in the areas of: i) Governance, ii) Agriculture and Rural Development, iii) 
Development of Physical Infrastructure, iv) Private Sector Development and Employment 
generation, and v) Capacity building and human resource development.  

We are aware, as always, that challenges remain and we would like to focus our dialogue 
today on sharing our understanding of the bottlenecks and identifying priority areas for 
action going forward.  

In his opening remarks, HE Yanara reflected on the broader development context and the 
future outlook for Cambodia: the imminent graduation of Cambodia to lower middle-
income country status as well as the implementation of the Government's Industrial 
Development Policy and Agenda 2030.  

We all recognise that the post-2015 development agenda cannot be achieved through 
development assistance alone. We are therefore keen to better understand the levels of 
domestic resources committed to these priority policy areas and how European partners 
can best complement these to achieve the biggest impact on the lives of Cambodian 
citizens. 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The wide spectrum of topics that we will discuss today demonstrates that European 
development partners stand ready to accompany the Royal Government of Cambodia in 
the implementation of key government reforms and in support to the achievement of the 
NSDP priorities.  

With these remarks I look forward to constructive and fruitful discussions and hope that 
the resulting recommendations will usefully guide the close partnership between 
European partners and the Royal Government of Cambodia. 

 

 

 


