% x % EUROPEAN UNION
W ¥ DELEGATION OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
72 5 TO BARBADOS AND THE EASTERN CARIBBEAN
K e % Regional Integration, Political, Trade, Press & Information

Bridgetown, 2 September 2015

THE EUROPEAN UNION BRINGS RELIEF TO DOMINICA STORM VICTIMS

The European Union's Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection Department (ECHO) is providing
EC$913,000 (300,000 euro) in emergency humanitarian funding to Dominica, following the
destruction caused by Tropical Storm Erika. The emergency aid provided by the EU is to assist
those most affected and will be distributed through the Pan American Health Organisation. The
United Kingdom’s Department for International Development will also contribute to this action.

"This is the immediate phase of the EU's response that is intended to take care of emergency
needs such as restoring access to essential health services and medical care capacity; providing
safe drinking water; ensuring proper hygiene, sanitation and waste management in affected
communities; as well as implementing crucial disease prevention," said Ambassador Mikael
Barfod Head of the EU Delegation to Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean.

As is normally the case in such disasters, the EU is participating in following the needs
assessment with its partners on the ground and is willing to examine possibilities for additional
funding for the post emergency phase of Dominica's recovery, that would include repair and
reconstruction. The EU is also examining how it could convert existing funds allocated to
Dominica to address the recovery needs. In 2014, the EU had already allocated EC$12 million (4
million euro) towards the development of the renewable energy sector in the country.

Since the disaster occurred the EU Ambassador in Barbados and his team have been in close
contact with Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit and other officials of the Government of Dominica
as well as its partners. "Our thoughts are with all those who have been affected by the devastation
brought by Erika. We would like to express our heartfelt condolences to the families of victims
and our solidarity with the Commonwealth of Dominica in this difficult hour," said Ambassador
Barfod.

The EU will remain in close contact also with the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management
Agency (CDEMA), one of the CARICOM agencies which it finances, so as to continue to assess

Dominica's needs and to ensure there are no gaps in the national and international actions to
support the stricken communities.

[END]

Background

The European Union together with its Member States is the world's leading donor of
humanitarian aid. Relief assistance is an expression of European solidarity towards
people in need around the world. It aims to save lives, prevent and alleviate human
suffering, and safeguard the integrity and human dignity of populations affected by
natural disasters and man-made crises. The European Commission through its
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humanitarian aid activities helps over 120 million victims of conflicts and disasters every

year.

For more information, please visit ECHO's website: http://ec.europa.eu/echo/where/latin-
america-carribean/caribbean_en
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