Press Information Notice

Dhaka, 08 September 2013

The European Union and the Society for Environment and Human Development promote
rights of tea workersand little-known ethnic communities

A project to help tea workers and little known gelous communities to improveeir living
and working conditions has been launched on SumdBraka. The project is implemented
the Society for Environment and Human Developm@iiie European Uniotiinances th
project with about 240,000 Ews (2.4 crore Taka) under the Europekstrument fo
Democracy and Human Rights.

"The project has an exciting approach as it consastion research and capacity building
of us are going to learn a lot during the impleragat. The most important would be i&s :
result of this initiative — the living conditiond these deprived communitiesowid becom
more humane," said Philippe Jacques, the Head op&ation at the EU Delegation at
opening.

The new project "Mapping and capacity building e tplantation workers and littlezowr
ethnic communities of Bangladesh” will be implenashin tea growing areas in the Northe
Chittagong, North-Centre, Northwest and the ChatepgHill Tracts (CHT). It has targe
population of about 1.1 million people (600,000 warkers and 5,000 members of little-
known ethnic communities). The tea workers, oftercéd in tied and exploitative labt
conditions, but also the little-known ethnic comntiess in the Northeenter and Northwe
belong to the most deprived groups in the courithey are oftemot able to claim even th
most fundamental human rights.

For the European Union, democracy and human righgsuniversal values that should
vigorously promoted around the world. The Europketrument for Democracy and Hun
Rights (HDHR) has a broad scope of action: Its aim is wwvjte support for the promotion
democracy and human rights in non-EU countries aithrannual budget of more th&nl5(
million (around 1500 crore Taka). Currently tBEOHR is funding more than 1200 project:
over 100 countries.

For more information, please contact: Ms Anjum Aziz, EU Delegation to Bangladesh, Tel: +880 2
8824730, Anjum.Aziz@eeas.eur opa.eu
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