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Baku, 23 April 2012

Local EU Statement on Journalist Idrak Abbasov

The European Union Delegation issues the following statement in agreement with the
EU's and Norway's Heads of Mission in Azerbaijan. The EU Delegation:

condemns the brutal beating of Idrak Abbasov, journalist for the "Zerkalo'
newspaper and the "Institute for the Freedom and Safety of Reporters", when
he was filming the demolition of houses in the Sulutapa settlement in Baku. This
is regrettably yet another example of unacceptable pressure journalists in
Azerbaijan are exposed to and runs counter to the country's commitments to
guarantee media freedom.

calls on the authorities to ensure effective investigation of the incident and
prosecution of the perpetrators responsible for the act.

calls for all the necessary measures to be taken to ensure that the working
environment for journalists in Azerbaijan is free of harassment and

intimidation.

The EU Delegation remains committed to assisting Azerbaijan in fulfilling its own
commitments with regard to fundamental freedoms.
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"The European Union is made up of 27 Member States who have decided to gradually link
together their know-how, resources and destinies. Together, during a period of enlargement of
more than 50 years, they have built a zone of stability, democracy and sustainable
development whilst maintaining cultural diversity, tolerance and individual freedoms. The
European Union is committed to sharing its achievements and its values with countries and
peoples beyond its borders”.



