

Visas for short visits in the Schengen Area (Schengen Visa)

Information for the passport holders of the Republic of Albania

You can travel with a valid Schengen visa to the following member states and associated states applying the Schengen Acquis in full: Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Greece, Germany, The Netherlands, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Lithuania, Latvia, Luxembourg, Malta, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and Switzerland. This visa entitles the  holder to stay for a maximum of 90 days within a 6 months’ period, starting from the date of the first entry. 

Please note that holding a Schengen visa does not give you right of entry; the entry conditions are verified at the external borders as well.  

The request for a visa must be addressed to the diplomatic mission of the state which is your primary travel destination (or the diplomatic mission representing that state, where applicable). If the primary destination can not be defined, the application should be submitted to the diplomatic mission of the first Schengen state you are entering.

The visa application fee is 35 EUR. The fee is payable in Lek calculated against the current exchange rate.
 If the visa application is refused, the fee is not refundable. Visa fees are waived for the categories of applicants listed in Article 6(2) of the Visa Facilitation Agreement (VFA) 
 (e.g. close relatives, members of official delegations, children under 6 years of age, disabled persons, pensioners, journalists, etc.). 

Please note that the content of this paper is general information and that the visa section reserves the right to request additional documents in support of an application. 

In order to apply for a Schengen visa, the following documents should be submitted in person:

· A valid passport and photocopies of all passport pages containing information. The passport should be valid for at least three months after the expiry of the visa

· A completed application form duly signed by the applicant. The blank application forms can be collected free of charge at an Embassy of a Schengen member state or can be downloaded from their websites

· Two current passport-sized photographs taken against a white background according to common ICAO standards

· The applicant’s birth and family certificates
 or a copy of the biometric identity card

· For unaccompanied children under 18 years old: a notarised statement from the parent who is not travelling 

· For students: a letter from the school or university
 

· Travel/health insurance (valid for all Schengen member states covering a minimum amount of 30.000 EUR for medical treatment and the return of the applicant in case of poor health) 

Depending on the reasons for travel, you should also present these documents:

Visit visa

· Affidavit of support from the host person (and a photocopy) 
 or evidence that there are sufficient financial means available to the applicant (e.g. his/her bank statements showing an operation period of at least three months, pension or social security certificates, employment contract)

· If the applicant and the sponsor / host person are related by family or blood, the applicant should submit documents that proves the relationship (e.g. birth or marriage certificates)

· Employment letter or business registration documents if the applicant runs his/her own business - i.e. judicial decision/ruling for acquiring business licence, business licence and the NIPT of the company

· Travel (flight, ferry or bus) booking (it is not necessary to submit the paid ticket)

· Additional document required by Greece – see 
 

Tourist Visa

· Evidence of sufficient financial means - e.g. the applicant’s personal bank statements showing an operation period of at least three months, employment letter or employment contract, social security certificate, business registration documents if the applicant runs his/her own business - i.e. judicial decision/ruling for acquiring business licence, business licence and the NIPT of the company

· Hotel and travel booking (it is not necessary to submit the paid ticket)

Business Visa

· A written request / invitation letter 
 from the host company or legal person, office, state or local authority and the existence of a business in the Albanian National Registration Centre should be verified.  The invitation should be issued no more than 2 months before the date of application 

· OR Letter by an Albanian company, containing your personal details, your role in the business, and the purpose and length of the trip (original and photocopy). The letter should be issued no more than 2 months before the date of application AND an invitation letter from host company confirming that they will cover the financial expenses, or evidence of sufficient financial means (for example personal bank statement and/or a certificate from the employer confirming they will cover the expenses)

If there already is a business partnership with the host company, evidence which proves its existence (invoices, list of orders for products, etc.)

· Employment letter of the applicant 

· Business registration documents of the company where the applicants works (judicial decision/ruling for acquiring business licence, business licence and the NIPT of the company)

· Hotel and travel booking 
 (it is not necessary to submit the paid ticket)

Visa to participate in Cultural and Scientific Activities 

· A written request / invitation letter from the host institution to participate in the activity 

· An invitation letter from the host institution confirming that they will cover the financial expenses, or evidence of sufficient financial means (for example a personal bank statement)

· Employment or education letter and business registration documents (business licence) 

· Hotel and travel booking (it is not necessary to submit the paid ticket)

Visas for drivers conducting international cargo and passenger transportation services 

· A written request from the national association of carriers of Albania providing for international road transportation, stating the purpose, duration and frequency of the trips.

· Evidence of sufficient financial means (for example a personal bank statement and/or a letter from the employer confirming they will cover the expenses)

· Employment letter or business registration documents (business licence)

· Photocopy of valid international and national driving licence

· The vehicle registration documents

Please note that the visa section reserves the right to request additional documents in support of an application. 

�	 Switzerland: the visa fee for the citizens of Albania is 60 EUR, payable in Lek calculated against the current exchange rate. Czech Republic, Hungary and Greece: the visa fee is payable in EUR (35 EUR). 





�	 The full text of the VFA is available on the following website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.delalb.ec.europa.eu/files/visa_facilitation_agreement-EU_Official_Journal.pdf"��http://www.delalb.ec.europa.eu/files/visa_facilitation_agreement-EU_Official_Journal.pdf� 


	The VFA is not yet applicable for Switzerland.





�	 Hungary: certified by Apostille





�	 Italy: the notarised statement is requested from both the parents. Czech Republic: the statement is required for travel of unaccompanied children under 15 years of age 





�	 Hungary: in English


�	 Czech Republic: Invitation from the host person certified by the authorities of the country of destination. 


	Greece: Invitation from the host person certified by the relevant Greek authorities AND evidence of sufficient financial means.


	Hungary: Invitation from the host person certified by the Hungarian authorities and evidence of sufficient financial means, including certificate from the Tax Office. Certified accommodation (e.g. tenancy contract or a document from the Land Registry office certifying the ownership of a flat that is not older than 3 months). A photocopy of the identity card of the host person in case she/he is a Hungarian citizen or a copy of her/his residence permit if she/he is a foreign citizen in Hungary.


	Italy: Invitation from the host person and a photocopy of the identity card of the host person in case he/she is an Italian citizen or a copy of his/her residence permit if he/she is an Albanian citizen. The host person can act as guarantor providing the financial means for the applicant (e.g. “fidejussione bancaria”, etc.)


	Switzerland: due to different procedure an affidavit of support is not required. A letter of invitation from the host in Switzerland is sufficient to start the procedure.





�	 In addition, Greece requires a photocopy of the identity card of the host person in case he/she is a Greek citizen or a copy of his/her residence permit if he/she is an Albanian citizen. These photocopies should by certified by the Greek authorities





�	 This written request should contain details listed in the VFA, Article 4(2). The full text of the VFA is available on the following website: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.delalb.ec.europa.eu/files/visa_facilitation_agreement-EU_Official_Journal.pdf"��	http://www.delalb.ec.europa.eu/files/visa_facilitation_agreement-EU_Official_Journal.pdf�


�	 In addition, Greece, Hungary and Italy require the employment contract and the social security certificate of the applicant


	In addition, Germany requires a photocopy of a valid international and national driving licence for drivers bringing vehicles to Albania.





�	 Not requested by Greece, not requested by Italy





�	 This regulation is only valid for bus and truck drivers engaged in international cargo and passengers transport in the Schengen Area, driving vehicles registered only in the Republic of Albania.








