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New Head of Mission for European Union Border Assistance Mission to the Republic 
of Moldova and Ukraine 

On 29 March 2014, Mr. Francesco Bastagli joined the EU Border Assistance Mission to the Republic of 
Moldova and Ukraine as the Head of Mission.  Mr. Bastagli succees Mr. Udo Burkholder, who was in 
the position from May 2010 until November 2013.  

A former United Nations Assistant Secretary-General, between 2005 and 2006 Mr. Bastagli was 
Special Representative of Kofi Annan for Western Sahara. Prior to that he served as Deputy Head of 
the UN Mission in Kosovo (2002 -2005) and as UN Resident Coordinator in the Islamic Republic of Iran 
(1999-2002).   

In a long UN career, Mr. Bastagli also worked in senior positions on drugs and crime control, nuclear 
energy, the Palestinian question and with refugees in Central America. Before joining EUBAM, Mr 
Bastagli was senior advisor at the Institute for International Political Studies in Milan. As a policy 
advisor to the UN Drugs and Crime Office he dealt with issues ranging from police reform in Kenya to 
regional drug and crime control in South Asia.  

Mr. Bastagli has lectured on international peace and security at universities, research centres and the 
Italian Army Institute for Military Studies.  

The European Union Border Assistance Mission to Moldova and Ukraine was launched in 2005 to 
promote norms and practises that meet European Union standards and serve the legitimate needs of 
Moldovan and Ukrainian citizens and trade. EUBAM activities help promoting economic development 
and enhancing regional security in its area of operations. 
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