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Excellences, ministers, representatives, ladies & gentlemen 

 

Let me first report from the productive breakfast meeting we had this morning hosted by 

Commissioner Piebalgs and Finance Minister Suleiman and with ministers from g7+ 

countries and with a broad range of Somalia governors and representatives, civil society.  

 

The dialogue proved that Somalia is at a crossroads and issues of unity and federalism 

are crucial. But it also expressed a strong will to dialogue, cooperation, as region after 

region in Somalia gains the strength to do so.  

 

When I visited Somalia 1 1/2 year ago I heard a local saying that if you see somebody 

drowning in the see it is difficult to rush to rescue and help if you cannot swim or reach 

the bottom. The New Deal Compact is all about helping Somalia and all regions to get 

firm ground under their feet and from this I am sure that there will be a strong will to 

help each other, work together, and create unity. This was the spirit of this morning. 

 

In the past 18 months we’ve seen a central government emerge and gain ground for the 

first time in two decades. But Somalia still faces enormous challenges.  

 

As co-chair of the international dialogue on peacebuilding and statebuilding I am very 

pleased to see the first comprehensive New Deal Compact for Somalia. This is about 

building a peace and building a state at the same time. 

 

It is crucial that the compact is used to promote Federalism, dialogue and reconciliation. 

It is vital that the Somali government and the regions strengthen their cooperation in 

order to build a true federal Somalia.  

The commitment of our Somali partners to adapt a Federal Constitution by the end of 

2015 will be a key milestone on the road to elections in 2016. 

 

The New Deal Compact means committing ourselves to a new way of working together. 

This is not business as usual. This is a contract between Somalia and the international 

partners - a contract with mutual accountability.  International partners must now work 

together and support Somali leadership, build on Somalia’s own systems, own 

responsibility. The Somali government must deliver concrete and measurable results - 

governance, management, strong institutions, results - and create a “social contract” 

between the citizens and their government - by ensuring that all people all, all villages 

see fragile security being followed by concrete and positive steps when it comes to 

schools, health, roads, water. 

The Compact was produced in a very short time frame but recognize the need for 

forward-looking inclusive dialogue with all parts of Somalia, with emerging 

administrations, communities and civil society.  

 

The Compact’s strong focus on the need to include women as indispensable peace-

builders and address grievances and injustice against women and marginalized groups 

is encouraging.  
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Also very important that Somalia’s stabilization and development efforts help to promote 

human rights.  

 

We have to agree on clear follow up process – perhaps in the form of a political Road 

Map. The High Level Partnership Forum will be important. I think we should meet again 

in this format next year. 

 

Denmark is a strong supporter of a New Deal for Somalia. Our engagement is broad 

based. We are active at all levels from diplomacy over development and humanitarian 

efforts to the fight against piracy. We have already doubled our efforts and will increase 

further. From 2013 to 2015 we plan to pledge approximately 124 million USD to the 

compact. 71 million USD come from our present envelope for 2013 and 2014 in terms of 

disbursement, while 53 million USD are fresh funds from a grant to be committed for 

2015 to 2017 pending the approval of our Parliament  

 

We will build on the principles of the new deal – we plan to give direct support to the 

Federal Government of Somalia, to the Somalia Financing Facility, the Somali 

Development and Reconstruction Fund and the Somaliland Development Fund. We will 

support getting 1 million children to school - school building is a crucial part of 

statebuilding and peacebuilding, and we will support agricultural development because 

we want former fighters to lay down their arms and take up farm tools instead.  

 

We will align our pledge fully to the Compact and to the 5 PSGs. It requires a complete 

rethinking of our support and the way we have worked with our Somali partners.   

 

We are looking forward to work with our Somali friends and international partners in 

turning this serious pledge into good use with respect for good governance and 

accountability. 

 

We must work in a different way all of us. Last year after London somebody described 

the task ahead of us in Somalia as a Sisofos task - trying to push a stone up the 

mountain. The New Deal Compact must assure that we are all pushing behind the same 

stone. Only so will we manage to get it up the mountain and build a peaceful and 

prosperous Somalia.  

 


