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Concept Note 
 
 
Introduction  

Somalia's eight-year transition ended in September 2012, with the peaceful handover of 
power from the leadership of the Transitional Federal Institutions to a new Federal 
Government. A Provisional Constitution, in place since August, paves the way for the re-
building and consolidation of new, representative federal institutions by the end of 2016, 
when popular elections are due. Against the backdrop of an improving yet fragile security 
situation, the new Federal Institutions of Somalia are tasked with establishing a viable federal 
state that will end years of transitional governance and usher in a permanent political order. 
 
Somalia is now on a path to emerge from fragility. It is re-asserting its sovereignty and taking 
both ownership of and responsibility for its future. To do so, it has embarked on a political 
reconstruction process, guided by the New Deal principles for fragile states agreed in Busan 
in 2011. A key milestone of this process is the adoption of a Compact, which provides a new 
political, security and developmental architecture that will help frame the future relations 
between Somalia, its people and the international community. This is the beginning, not end, 
of Somalia's political and socio-economic reconstruction process. 
 
As key partners, Somalia and the European Union (EU) will be co-hosting a High Level 
Conference on A New Deal for Somalia in Brussels on 16 September 2013. The Conference's 
underlying objective is to sustain the positive momentum in Somalia, to ensure that the 
country stays on the path to stability, peace and brings prosperity to its people. The New Deal 
is the driver of this process. The Brussels Conference will therefore bring together the 
international community and Somalia to endorse this Compact, pledge support to enable its 
implementation and, above all, re-commit to this new political process.  
 
The New Deal and the Compact  

The New Deal for engagement in fragile states is a new approach for the stabilisation and 
reconstruction of countries in a fragile and/or post-conflict setting. It was endorsed by the 
members of the International Dialogue on Peace-building and State-building (comprising 
more than 40 countries and organisations), amongst which Somalia, at the High Level Forum 
on Aid Effectiveness in Busan, South Korea in November 2011. 
 
The new political context in Somalia requires a new approach in the relations and interaction 
between the Federal Government and the international community. Somalia and a large part 
of the international community have subscribed to using the New Deal in defining the future 
way of working together. The New Deal helps determine priorities through five Peace-
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Building and State-Building Goals that provide impetus for the establishment of (1) inclusive 
politics (fostering inclusive political settlements by dialogue among the different Somali 
regions and social groups, finalising the Constitution, promoting reconciliation and resolving 
conflict), (2) security (establishing territorial security and strengthening people’s security) (3) 
justice (establishing judicial structures, addressing injustices and human rights, and increasing 
people’s access to justice), (4) economic foundations (generating employment and 
improving livelihoods) and (5) revenues and services (generating and managing revenue and 
building capacity for accountable and fair service delivery). 
 
The New Deal also advocates development of a Compact as a tool to help agree on priorities, 
financing mechanisms and aid modalities through a mutual accountability framework. And it 
proposes a shift to country modalities to strengthen national capacity. The Compact will set 
out the most important priorities within the five Peace- and State-Building Goals for Somalia 
and associated commitments of the Federal Government, resulting from a consultation 
process among different regions and social groups. It will build on sectoral framework plans 
and priorities already presented by the Federal Government of Somalia at the London 
Conference on 7 May on the reform of the armed forces, the police, judiciary and public 
finance management (PFM). It will also further elaborate socio-economic aspects that 
emerged from the Yokohama side event at the TICAD meeting on 31 May which focused on 
human security.   
 
The Conference   
The Federal Government of Somalia will present the Compact and the plans corresponding to 
each of the five Peace- and State-Building goals at the conference. As a key political 
document that will define the future development of the Somali state and the establishment 
and consolidation of accountable institutions, the main objective will be to seek endorsement 
of the Compact by conference participants and to pledge support, including financial 
assistance, from the donor community. But the Compact will remain a "living document", to 
continue to develop the federal state and build its socio-economic foundations. Subsequent 
meetings would ensure continued support to it. 
 
An integral part of the Compact will be the establishment of a new financial architecture for 
Somalia, underpinned by a mutual accountability partnership and accompanied by pledges.  
Partners willing and ready to do so, are therefore invited to pledge support for specific 
elements (plans or priorities) of the Compact. When possible, pledges should be made known 
in advance so that the planned funding can be integrated into the Compact. 
 
The conference will revolve around three main themes that will outline the building blocks of 
the Somali Compact: i) political vision: a new political order, ii) re-building Somalia's social 
and economic foundations and iii) establishing the rule of law and security. A new aid 
architecture will be a key feature. A final agenda will be circulated as we approach the date of 
the conference.  
 
Updates on the conference organisation can be found on the Conference's website at 
http://www.somalia-newdeal-conference.eu/ 
 
For additional clarifications: 
- European Union: a-new-deal-for-somalia-conference@eeas.europa.eu 
- Federal Government of Somalia: ahassan@opm.gov.so 


