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EU Project Success Stories 
 
 
The “European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights” (EIDHR) is defined as an 
instrument of the EU's intention to support democracy and human rights worldwide. Turkey 
has been benefiting from this instrument since 2002. Until today, EU supported over 100 
projects in Turkey, ranging from freedom of expression and improved access to justice to 
fight against torture and the violence against women, and protection of refugees and 
asylum-seekers.   
 
Being founded on the principles of democracy, respect for human rights, liberty, and the rule 
of law, the EU incorporates these principles through Copenhagen political criteria and shapes 
the enlargement process accordingly. In the framework of the relations with third countries, 
the EU also makes an effort to include national and international civil society organisations in 
the promotion of human rights and democracy. Thereby, thanks to the civil society 
organisations, when supporting human rights and democratization culture, the EU adopts a 
“human-based” approach, rather than following merely a traditional state-centric one. The 
significance the Union attaches to the topic of human rights has most recently been 
illustrated by the inclusion of the Charter of Fundamental Rights into the ratified text of the 
Reform Treaty of Lisbon, as well as by the establishment of the European Union Agency for 
Fundamental Rights. 
 
 
In this framework, “European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights” (EIDHR) is 
conceived as an instrument of the EU's intention to support globally democracy and human 
rights. Known as “European Initiative for Democracy and Human Rights” until the beginning 
of 2007 and then as “European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights”, this fund has 
become much more flexible nowadays. The general objective of EIDHR is to contribute to 
the development and the consolidation of democracy, rule of law, human rights and respect 
for fundamental freedoms.  
 
Since its inception in 1994, the EIDHR has been the principal vehicle for extending support to 
civil society activities in the promotion of human rights and democracy. For some time, the 
implementation of this new instrument has been decentralised to the Delegations of the 
Commission in the relevant countries. Thereby it supports drawing of country strategies 
based on calls for proposals that better reflect the specific circumstances of the relevant 
country. For the year 2011, EIDHR committed a global budget of 63.8 million Euros in total.  
 
 
Turkey is also a beneficiary  
 
For candidate countries like Turkey, human rights and democracy are among the 
fundamental criteria for the EU accession process and therefore have a particular 
importance. Turkey benefits from the EIDHR since 2002 with an average of €2 million per 
year allocated to macro-grants (selected by the Commission's EuropeAid cooperation office) 
and around €500,000 yearly committed to micro-grants (selected by the Delegation of the 
European Union to Turkey). From the 2001 EIDHR budget, in total 3 million Euros is 
allocated to Turkey; while non-governmental actors in Turkey are also able to benefit from 
regional and global call for proposals administered centrally by the Commission’s EuropeAid 
cooperation office in Brussels. 
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Up until now, EU supported over 100 projects in Turkey, ranging from freedom of expression 
and improved access to justice, to fight against torture and the violence against women, and 
protection of refugees and asylum-seekers, with the aim of enabling better participation of 
Turkish civil society organisations in the EU-anchored reform process. Support is mainly 
provided through calls for proposals published either on the website of Delegation of the 
European Union to Turkey or on EuropeAid's website. 
 
 
EU support for preventing violence against women  
 
“Building Bridges for Prevention of Violence against Women” is one of these projects. While 
Mor Çatı Women’s Shelter Foundation is the beneficiary organisation, the partners of the 
project are Van Women Solidarity Association (VAKAD), İzmir Women Solidarity Association, 
Austrian Women’s Shelter Network, AÖF/WAVE.  
 
The primary objective of the project is to increase the support given to women in shelters; to 
enhance the capacity of relevant departments of municipalities to be more active in their 
struggle with domestic violence and to expand the share of information and experience 
among the solidarity centres, SHÇEK (Social Services and Child Protection Institution) and 
the relevant units of the municipalities. In this way, the project aims at putting pressure on 
politicians and decision makers to make them more active in their struggle against violence 
towards women.  
 
In other words, in the framework of the project, it is foreseen to advance the standardization 
and the development of methods for empowering women and in this process to ensure the 
sharing of relevant information and expertise of women organisations. In this regard, the 
project intends to improve the capacities of the women organizations’ solidarity centres in 
İstanbul, Van, İzmir and neighbouring cities. 
 
Project Budget: 180.000 € 
EU Contribution: 139.992 € 
Beneficiary:  Mor Çatı Women’s Shelter Foundation 
Project Duration: 14 months (15 March 2010 - ...) 
 
The “Workshop of Psychologists”, held by Mor Çatı Women’s Shelter Foundation at the initial 
stage of the project, provided for the first time a common platform for psychologists working 
in shelters and consultancy centres. During this workshop, a number of problems have been 
elaborated in the fields of violence against women and trauma.  
 
Lasting for three days, the workshop received a considerable contribution from AÖF/WAVE. A 
number of representatives from women organisations in the UK, Austria and Sweden 
attended the workshop. At the Istanbul pillar of the project, two separate workshops for 
experts were organized in collaboration with the Turkish Psychological Association and 
Turkish Association of Social Workers. Besides, a conference on abortion was held with the 
contribution of Mor Çatı and Women Commission of the Turkish Medical Association.    
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International solidarity of women  
 
In the framework of the project, an international symposium entitled “fight against violence 
towards women in the 2010 decade” was held. A considerable number of Turkish and foreign 
experts attended the conference and found the opportunity to make multi-dimensional 
analyses on violence towards women.  
 
The project accords high priority to the sharing of updated information via internet. In this 
regard, the project shares regularly through the website www.siginaksizbirdunya.com the 
works of feminist and independent women organisations that organize the Shelters and 
Consultancy/Solidarity Centres Congress since 1998.  
 
Under the project, a number of books are being updated and prepared for publishing such as 
“Questions and Answers about Women Solidarity against Men Violence” and “Normalisation 
Process of Violence”. In the following months, another booklet entitled “Assessment on 
Shelters Congress” will be edited for publishing. Besides, four thematic informative leaflets 
covering child abuse are also planned to be published.  
 
Mor Çatı Project Coordinator Zelal Yalçın: “Our works have been very influential 
in the eye of the public.” 
“This project constituted a good communication channel thanks to the cooperation built with 
national and international women organisations. The project was especially very important in 
terms of forming a common platform for the policy of fighting against violence towards 
women. I should assert that our works have been very influential in the eye of the public and 
they provided us with an effective channel to communicate with central and local authorities. 
Besides, it is extremely important to support independent women organisations with such 
projects in order to put into practice EU harmonisation laws in Turkey regarding protection of 
women. Therefore, this project was a very productive one for monitoring harmonisation laws 
and supporting their implementation.”  
 
Mor Çatı volunteer İlke Gökdemir thinks that “in the context of shelter activities, it is 
very important to share methods and implement standards that could empower women and 
children, as well as to take into consideration expertise and knowledge of women 
organisations; while another Mor Çatı volunteer and social consultant Fatma 
Mefkure states that “this project does not “help” women; instead they are empowered and 
provided with the opportunity to have a say on their own lives”. Ms. Mefkure adds: “In 
addition to this, each woman receives legal, social and psychological support.”  
 
 

http://www.siginaksizbirdunya.com/

