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It is almost a year since the "Promoting equal rights and equal opportunities in Armenia: Women in 
Local Democracy" project has been introduced to Armenia. The necessity of this project was urged 
by the gender equality situation governing in Armenia since its independence. Currently, women 
comprise 52 per cent of the total population. Although 58 per cent of those are with high education, 
their representation and participation in decision processes still remains quite low. At the local 
level, for example, there are no female Governor among the 10 marzes (regions) of Armenia and 
just one of the 21 Deputy Governors is a woman. On average, women hold 11 per cent of higher-
level jobs in the public administration of Armenia, whereas they occupy the majority of positions 
at lower levels.  

In view of this, the "Women in Local Democracy" project comes up with the suggestion to 
promote gender equality at the local level. Apart from this, it also aims at building the capacity and 
knowledge of potential local female leaders and accelerating the realisation of women’s potential 
which certainly contributes to the sustainable development of the country as such.  

With these certain objectives, and a number of seminars and workshops conducted for their 
realization, the project has already reached vivid results. Out of 623 female candidates for the 
September 2012 local elections 123 are beneficiaries of “Women in Local Democracy” project. 
Eighty (65%) of the beneficiaries were elected as "avagani" (Community of Councils) members 
and heads of communities. As Javahir Yeghiazaryan, participant of the project, already an 
"avagani" member from Armavir marz, says, “I got inspired during the training workshops and 
decided to run for elections to support my community to the best of my abilities, and now, the 
more I get involved in the work, the more I learn, the more anxious I am on the level of 
responsibility I have”. 

Another great achievement within the framework of this project is the forum of women elected to 
local government bodies, which took place in November 2012 and was linked to the Day of Self-
Governance in Armenia. The event had an objective to assemble the elected women and facilitate 
the discussion between them on opportunities and challenges faced during the campaign and on 
ways to increase the effectiveness of local government. The 78 women participating in the event 
met representatives from the Parliament (Vice-Speaker, Deputy Chair of Committee on Territorial 
Administration and Local Self-Governance, and other members), the Ministry of Territorial 
Administration, one Deputy Marzpet (regional governor) and UNDP. The event has a significant 
importance important for networking and peer support. Members of Parliament were inspiring and 
encouraging in their remarks and emphasized their openness and readiness to offer advice and 
collaborate.  

As participants of the "Women in Local Democracy" confess, the project plays a crucial role in 
their lives, gave them confidence and encouraged to partake in local government issues.  

 

 
 


