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Press Release   

 
"I am delighted that all the main political parties have expressed their keen 

interest in cooperating with our mission during this election to ensure fair play and to 
strengthen the democratic process in this country. The EU Observation Mission looks 
forward to operating in a spirit of cooperation and partnership. We consider the 
observation of the Cambodian Election on 27 July to be crucial to the EU's stated agenda 
of promoting democratisation and human rights around the world," said Mr. Robert 
Evans , MEP, at the press conference this morning in a Phnom Penh city hotel. 
 
 The European Union Election Observation Mission (EU-EOM) is led by Mr. 
Robert Evans, Member of the European Parliament and member of the European 
Parliament delegation for relations with the countries of South Asia and the South Asia 
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). 

 
The EU-EOM mission had a meeting with the National Election Committee and 

also with the three main political parties. 
 
 This is the third time that at the invitation of the Royal Cambodian Government, 
the EU will observe elections in Cambodia with a large observation mission. Specifically 
this mission will: 

• Conduct a comprehensive, national analysis of the electoral process and 
offer an impartial, balanced and informed assessment of the election 

• By the use of observers around the country seek to reduce tension, 
eliminate the possibility of fraud, intimidation or violence and thereby to 
instill confidence in both candidates and electors. 

 
To facilitate these objectives 18 Long Term Observer  teams (LTOs) of two 

observers each will cover all provinces in Cambodia and report back regularly to the 
team's headquarters. They will try to ensure they observe a representative sample of the 
election, with special attention being paid to the campaign itself, any complaints or 
appeals and preparation for the Election Day. The team will also assess the electoral 
framework, the democratic procedure, the conduct of the media and the voting, 
aggregation and counting of the ballots.  



 
During the campaign, regular meetings will be held with the election officials at 

national, provincial and commune levels. In addition the mission will be in regular 
dialogue with the political parties, candidates, representatives, of the civil society and the 
media, in all the provinces of the country. On Election Day, both Short Term Observers 
(STOs) and Long Term Observers (LTOs) will be deployed through out the country to 
follow the full election process. 
 

After the Election, the Chief Observer will issue a preliminary statement based on 
the observations of the entire election process. Later a more comprehensive report will be 
issued which may include recommendations for improvements to the overall electoral and 
democratic environment.  
 

The EU-EOM, the largest of the international observers for this election will 
comprise of 36 long term and 70 short term observers drawn from the 15 countries of the 
European Union. 
 

The European Union Election Observation Mission ( EU EOM ) that arrived in 
Phnom Penh on 11th June 2003 has launched a round of talks with the Deputy Prime 
Minister, H.E. Sar Kheng, the senior Minister of Foreign  Affairs and International Co-
operation H.E. Hor Namhong, and a meeting with a senior representative of the 
National Assembly is also programmed. 

 
For further information contact Antonio Menezes – Media Adviser ( 012 41 00 

05), antonio.menezes@online.com.kh 


