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Brussels, 5th March 2003 

EU will observe Parliamentary, Presidential and 
States’ Elections in Nigeria 

The EU will deploy an Election Observation Mission (EOM) to Nigeria, which 
will follow the preparations and conduct of the Parliamentary (12 April), 
Presidential (19 April, possible runoffs 26-29 April),) and States’ Elections 
(Governors, 19 April and States’ Houses of Assembly 3 May). After the 
establishment of civilian rule in 1999, these elections are an important test 
for the state of democracy in Africa’s most populous country.  Commissioner 
for External Relations Christopher Patten has appointed as Chief Observer, 
Max van den Berg, MEP, Vice Chairman of the EP Committee on Development 
and Co-operation.  The deployment of the EOM follows an invitation from the 
Nigerian Foreign Minister, H.E. Sule Lamido. The EOM is an expression of the 
EU's efforts to support democracy in Nigeria and is funded by the European 
Initiative for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR). 

The EOM will start its activity on the 11 March with the arrival of a Core Team of 10 
experts in Abuja. Soon after 36 Long-Term Observers (LTOs) will join the mission to 
be deployed throughout the country to follow the election campaign, administrative 
preparations, election days and the post-election period.  A contingent of about 60 
Short-Term Observers (STOs) will follow the last phase of the election campaign, 
and the poll, count and aggregation of results.  

The EOM will assess the entire election process, including the legal and political 
framework, the campaign, the voting and counting, as well as the post-election 
period. The EOM will issue a preliminary statement shortly after election days and 
later a final report assessing the entire electoral process.  

EU EOMs consider the following criteria in reaching conclusions on the election 
process:  

• The degree of impartiality shown by the relevant Election Commission and 
election officials  

• The degree of freedom of political parties and candidates to organise, move, 
assemble and express their views publicly  

• The fairness of access to state resources made available for the election  
• The fairness of access for political parties and candidates to the media in 

particular to the State media  
• Issues concerning the essential freedom and fairness of the election  
• The conduct of polling and counting of votes and publication of results 
The European Commission has also provided election assistance of €6,5 Million from 
the European Development Fund to support the Independent National Election 
Commission, voter education and national election observation organisations. 
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For further information on EU election observation please consult: 

http://www.cc.cec:8082/comm/external_relations/human_rights/eu_election_ass_obs
erv/ 

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/europeaid/projects/eidhr/elections_en.htm  

For enquiries: The press officer of the EOM will be Riccardo Barranca.  Before his 
arrival enquiries can be made with Kelechi Onyemaobi, Press Officer of the EC 
Delegation in Nigeria, Tel: (234) 9 4133148 
Diego Ojeda    Tel: 02/295 6686 

Patricia O'Connor  Tel: 02/299 0501 
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