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Thank you Mr. Chairman, 
I would first like to extend a very warm welcome to the delegation of Colombia. 
Allow me also to thank the WTO Secretariat and the Government of Colombia 
for their comprehensive reports and the discussant, Mr. Tim Yeend (Australia) 
for his valuable remarks that contributed to today's review. 
 

Mr. Chairman,  
Colombia is a significant partner for the EU, both bilaterally and 

regionally under the Andean Community, which Colombia is currently chairing. 
Bilaterally, the EU is Colombia's increasingly important investor and its second 
trade partner. Since the last TPR in 2006, our bilateral trade has doubled and 
amounted to € 11.9 billion in 2011, with potential for further growth.  The latter 
will certainly be facilitated by the Multiparty Trade Agreement between 
Colombia, Peru and the European Union, initialled in March 2011 and to be 
signed today. This agreement covers trade in goods and services, investment, 
and also issues such as public procurement, intellectual property rights and 
technical barriers to trade. In addition, it also includes commitments on the 
enforcement of labour and environmental standards. All these aspects are 
instrumental in supporting sustainable growth and development goals set by the 
Colombian government in its national development plan 2010-14 "Democratic 
prosperity for all". Also the EU's development assistance, currently set in 
Country Strategy Paper 2007-2013, with an allocation of €163 million is tailored 
to support activities related to peace and stability, justice and human rights, and 
trade and competitiveness.  
 

Mr Chairman, 
The Secretariat's report recognises that Colombia has since 2006 

continued to further liberalise its already open economy. Colombia has 
successfully implemented several important political and economic reforms 
since last review and regained its high growth with a 5.9% growth rate in 2011, 
accompanied by growing exports, investments and positive socio-economic 
indicators.  

The EU takes note of Colombia's steps in advancing bilateral and regional 
integration with Latin America and the Caribbean, as well as with the rest of the 
world, through the negotiation of several trade and investment agreements 
aiming to increase external trade and foreign investment flows. These steps are 



2 

 

complementary to the multilateral trading system under the WTO umbrella, 
where Colombia - as committed supporter of the open trade and transparency - 
is an active and appreciated player.  

An important trade facilitation effort during the period under review has 
been simplification of customs and administrative procedures and establishment 
of a single window for imports and exports. However, in this context, the EU 
encourages Colombia to continue with such efforts and address its remaining 
non-tariff restrictions, particularly related to import registration and licensing 
requirements. We also invite Colombia to consider removing the mandatory 
requirement for customs brokers. In the EU's view, all these steps could be 
complemented by concluding trade facilitation negotiations at the WTO as soon 
as possible – a process, where Colombia is playing a useful and constructive 
role. 
We welcome major institutional and regulatory reforms Colombia, as an 
observer to the Government Procurement Agreement, has undertaken in order to 
improve the efficiency and transparency of government procurement 
procedures. The EU would also like to commend Colombia for introducing the 
Competition Law, which in addition to setting relevant rules for the protection 
of competition also created a new Competition authority, in place since 2009 
(the Supervisory Authority for Industry and Trade). We are also happy to read 
from the Secretariat's report that shortcomings in the functioning of this 
authority have been identified in Colombia's National Development Plan.   
We encourage Colombia to continue with on-going institutional and legislative 
reform efforts, including effective implementation of its legislation. Solid, 
transparent and predictable legal and institutional framework is essential for 
enhancing the overall business environment and thereby also investors' and 
traders confidence.   
 
Mr. Chairman,  
In spite of the fact that Colombia has continued to promote greater openness and 
reduced obstacles to foreign trade, some concerns remain. We have addressed a 
number of these in detail in our advance written questions and would thus 
hereby refer only to few such issues: 
The EU notes that there has been an increase in the number of technical 
regulations for the automotive industry in recent years. In order to avoid 
additional administrative burdens, the EU invites Colombia to accept products 
already approved under the UNECE 1958 Agreement without any additional 
requirements, and to recognise tests performed in internationally accredited 
laboratories. 
 
Secondly, Colombia currently maintains restrictions on imports of poultry and 
their products from some EU member states affected by avian influenza (bird 



3 

 

flu) based on a risk-analysis study conducted at the Andean Community level 
which deviates from what the relevant international standards (by OIE) 
recommend. Also, Colombia currently maintains restrictions on imports of beef 
and beef products from some EU member states, based on BSE grounds which 
deviate as well from the relevant standards and recommendations. We call on 
Colombia to remove these import restrictions by fully aligning its measures with 
the relevant OIE recommendations, or to present a scientific justification for not 
doing so. 
 
Finally, the EU is also concerned about the fact that Colombia's alcohol 
production and sales monopolies ("Licoreras") in several Departamentos engage 
in market-distorting and anti-competitive practices that could constitute 
discrimination and violate anti-trust laws. Furthermore, its excise duty system 
for spirit drinks is questionable under Colombia's national treatment 
commitments. We call on Colombia to address these concerns.   

 
Mr. Chairman,  

In conclusion, let me reiterate that the EU acknowledges Colombia for the 
progress it has made since the last review on several fronts. We encourage it to 
further continue with its domestic, regional and multilateral efforts to facilitate 
trade, increase investments, and grow its economy in a sustainable way.  

 
I thank you and the delegation of Colombia for your kind attention, and 

wish Colombia a successful review. 
 

*** 
 


