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PEGASE: Investing in people
Improving the provision of educational
and healthcare services

A Protective sphere for 
vulnerable children

A three-year EU-funded project, 
Protective Spheres, implemented 
by Save the Children UK and local 
partners, provides a haven from 
the violence of occupation for 
over 7,500 children in 15 schools 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
A team of facilitators work with 
children and their communities to 
help them overcome the violence 
and fear of their daily lives. For 
Shurouq, a 15-year old student 
at Azoun Girls school in Qalqilya, 
the project was life-changing, “For 
once someone was interested in us. 
We learnt to express ourselves and 
to articulate our feelings. That was 
not possible before. Girls here used 
to be shy and we were afraid to 
voice our opinions. Now we are not 
afraid. We can be natural and say 
what we think.”

The European Union (EU) supports 
the Palestinian Authority’s (PA) 
social sector priorities set out in the 
Palestinian Reform and Development 
Plan (PRDP) in the areas of Education, 
Youth, Health, Social Protection and 
the Civil Society.

Educating the next generation

Education is a priority for the 
Palestinian Authority and accounts 
for 30 per cent of PRDP recurrent 
expenditure. The five year Education 
Development Strategic Plan launched 
by the Ministry of Education and 
Higher Education (MoEHE) in 2008 
identifies four educational objectives: 
providing equitable access to 
education for all; improving the 
quality of education; upgrading 
governance in education; and 
modernising the vocational and 
technical training sectors. EU-funded 

programmes respond to all of these 
priorities.

•    The EU provides direct financial 
support to the MoEHE in the form 
of contributions to salaries;

•    The EU provides technical 
assistance to the MoEHE for 
planning and budgeting;

•    The EU has contributed €1.55 
million to extend and improve 
school facilities and equipment at 
six schools in the West Bank;

•    The EU provides €3.7 million 
for the PA programme Quality 
Education for All to improve 
quality standards in teaching 
training and qualification 
programmes in partnership with 
UNESCO;



•    The EU and World Bank co-
finance a Tertiary Education 
Project with a total budget of 
$11.5 million to improve the 
quality of Palestinian higher 
education provision;

•    The EU in partnership with the 
MoEHE and the Ministry of 
Labour has invested €4.3 million 
in a Multi-purpose Vocational 
Education and Training Centre 
in Halhoul/Hebron as part of 
the Vocational Training Initiative 
programme;

•    Higher Education Institutions 
(HEIs) benefit from a range of 
regional EU initiatives such as the 
Erasmus Mundus and the Tempus 
programmes, which support 
modernisation and promote 
cooperation and exchange 
between Palestinian and 
European HEI staff, students and 
institutions.

Promoting intercultural dialogue 
between young people

The EuroMed Youth Programme works 
with Palestinian youth and youth of 
the larger Euro-Mediterranean region 
to foster mutual understanding, 
intercultural dialogue and active 

citizenship. It promotes training and 
exchange activities, as well as projects 
that encourage tolerance, gender 
equality and minority rights, and 
projects devoted to protecting the 
region’s heritage and environment. 
 
Financing healthcare

Access to quality healthcare for all 
Palestinians is a priority in the PRDP 
and is of central concern to the EU. 
The EU provides direct financial 
support to the Palestinian Ministry 
of Health (MoH) in the form of 
contributions to salaries and provides 
emergency and humanitarian 
assistance. The EU also finances health 
programmes implemented by the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
and international and national non-
governmental organisations (NGOs).
  
•    A  three-year  project  implemented 

by the WHO and the MoH 
aims to reform the mental 
health system in Palestine 
and to upgrade the skills of 
mental health professionals and 
community-based services; 

•    The WHO is the EU implementing 
partner for a multi-phased 
project supporting six hospitals 
in East Jerusalem. The latest €1.1 
million phase of this project 
aims to introduce international 
quality standards, such as ISO 
certification, in these hospitals;

•    Projects with NGO partners 
help ensure improved access 
to maternal healthcare in Gaza 
(implemented by AIDOS) and 
primary health care for Bedouin 
communities in the West Bank 
(implemented by MAP-UK). 

Radical overhaul of mental 
health system

Adnan Dagher is a volunteer 
member of the Ramallah Family 
Association that runs a drop-in 
room at a local Community Health 
Centre, set up under the ten-year 
Palestinian mental health reform 
programme. Adnan’s younger 
brother suffers from schizophrenia. 
He used to refuse to take his 
medication and hid from relatives 
and visitors in his home. Thanks 
to Adnan’s help, he is now on 
regular medication and has even 
held down casual jobs. Not all the 
33,000 people registered with the 
public mental health services have 
such strong family support. There 
is a stigma faced by people with 
mental illnesses, and the mentally 
ill often wait five years before 
seeking medical help. The reform 
programme has set up community-
based mental health services 
that provide modern treatment 
and improve the quality of life for 
patients and their families. Ongoing 
public awareness programmes 
about mental illness are a crucial 
part of the reform project. 
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