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EU Statement following the Decision on OSCE Confidence-
Building Measures to Reduce the Risks of Conflict Stemming 

from the Use of Information and Communication 
Technologies 

 
 

The European Union and its Member States welcome the adoption of the additional 

cyber confidence building measures to reduce the risks of conflict stemming from the 

use of the Information and Communication Technologies. This decision complements 

and consolidates the initial set of CBMs that was adopted in 2013, which was the first 

of its kind adopted by a regional organisation. It represents a big step forward for 

multilateral cooperation in the dynamic cyber domain. Taken together, these risk-

reduction measures are a significant achievement as they will enhance inter-state 

cooperation, transparency, predictability and stability among participating States. 

We thank the consecutive Chairs-in-Office, the US Chair of the Informal Working 

Group and their teams as well as the OSCE Secretariat for their tremendous efforts. 

We congratulate all participating States for investing time and effort in developing 

these practical measures and for their constructive spirit, which led to reaching 

consensus early this year. The very fact that an inclusive and representative 

organisation like the OSCE has successfully engaged in such a sensible and 

complex process sends a strong political and public message that each and every 

participating State is determined to contribute to this important common effort. It adds 

to the OSCE’s record of building confidence among participating States in a 

comprehensive and cross-dimensional manner. 

Mr Chair, preserving a peaceful, open, free and secure cyberspace is a global 

challenge, which should be addressed together with the relevant international 

partners and organisations, the private sector and civil society.  We will also be 
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guided by the EU’s core values of human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the 

rule of law and the respect for fundamental rights.  

Colleagues, the decision adopted today is certainly a success but the process does 

not end here. All participating States need to keep in mind that the implementation of 

the initial CBMs should remain a priority. We will continue to put our commitments 

into practice while we look forward to exploring additional confidence building 

measures that seek to build and consolidate trust, cooperation and stability in the 

cyber domain.  

 

The Candidate Countries the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA*, 
MONTENEGRO*MONTENEGRO*, SERBIA* and ALBANIA*, the Country of the Stabilisation and 
Association Process and Potential Candidate BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA, and the EFTA countries 
ICELAND and NORWAY, members of the European Economic Area, as well as UKRAINE, the 
REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA, GEORGIA, ANDORRA and SAN MARINO align themselves with this 
statement. 

* The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part 
of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
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