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The European Union and its Member States would like to thank the German Chairmanship, 

as well as the key-note speakers, for the opportunity to discuss and assess the Conventional 

Arms Control and Confidence and Security-Building Measures commitments and activities in 

the OSCE area. We share the view that it is essential to rebuild trust and restore cooperative 

security in Europe and that modernizing conventional arms control and CSBMs is one 

important component in that endeavour. 

Our discussion takes place at a challenging time for European security. Russia´s illegal 

annexation of Crimea and Sevastopol and destabilising actions in eastern Ukraine are a 

serious violation of international law, as well as OSCE principles and commitments.  

Conventional Arms Control and Confidence- and Security-Building Measures are vital pillars 

of our security community. Important agreements in this area, including the Vienna 

Document, the Open Skies Treaty, and the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe 

have provided us with important security gains for over two decades. We underline the 

significance of the transparency and confidence building potential of these proven 

instruments, especially in the current difficult European security situation, if implemented fully 

and in good faith. Furthermore, we encourage efforts in order to restore a legally binding, 

sustainable, verifiable and functional conventional arms control regime based on the norms 

and principles of indivisible and cooperative security. The Member States of the European 

Union also reiterate their enduring support for the pending application of the Republic of 

Cyprus to accede to the Open Skies Treaty.  

We stress the need to fully implement the existing OSCE commitments in the politico-military 

area. Avoiding selective approaches will enhance trust and confidence in the Euro-Atlantic 

area. Twenty years ago, OSCE participating States committed themselves in the Lisbon 
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Framework for Arms Control to both fully implement and further develop Arms Control 

agreements in order to enhance security and stability in the OSCE area. Furthermore, the 

document speaks about the key role of the FSC in promoting co-operative responses to 

challenges and risks that can be dealt with through arms control measures and full 

implementation of arms control at all times, including times of crisis. 

Given the changes in the security environment, as well as technological developments in the 

military sphere, we deem a substantial update and modernisation of our OSCE politico-

military toolbox essential. The reissuance of the Vienna Document later this year provides an 

opportunity to review it, and, through genuine and open dialogue, take decisions to 

strengthen the Document with the aim of improving the security benefits for all participating 

States. We appreciate the tireless efforts undertaken by many to this end in the FSC 

framework. We welcome the numerous proposals put forward by several OSCE participating 

States, including on Risk Reduction. This underlines the need and desire to advance further 

our commitments and instruments, to make them more crisis-proof, and to dispel concerns 

and hence strengthen confidence between OSCE participating States, which in the current 

security situation is more than ever needed. We will continue engaging actively and 

constructively in these important deliberations on modernising the Vienna Document. We 

encourage others, including Russia, to take the same approach, as progress can only be 

achieved if all partners display the necessary political will. 

We stress the importance of the comprehensive set of Confidence- and Security-Building 

Measures developed by the Forum for Security Cooperation in areas such as Small Arms 

and Light Weapons and Stockpiles for Conventional Ammunition, the OSCE Code of 

Conduct, and UNSCRs 1540 and 1325, which should be fully implemented and enhanced. 

Finally, we would like to underline that lasting security requires political will and a cooperative 

effort from all participating States, with a genuine commitment to, and full implementation of, 

the comprehensive and cooperative set of Confidence- and Security-Building Measures. 

The Candidate Countries the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA*, MONTENEGRO* and 
ALBANIA*, the Country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and Potential Candidate 
BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA, and the EFTA countries ICELAND, LIECHTENSTEIN and NORWAY, 
members of the European Economic Area, as well as UKRAINE, the REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA and 
SAN MARINO align themselves with this statement. 

* The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Albania continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 
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