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EU Statement on the implementation of the joint Government of 
Montenegro/OSCE/UNDP Montenegro Demilitarisation Programme  

‘MONDEM’ 
 

The European Union wishes to warmly welcome H.E. Prof. Milica Pejanovic-

Djurisic, Minister of Defence of Montenegro, to the Forum for Security Co-

operation, and to thank her for her presentation to this assembly. We are also 

grateful to Lt. Col. Nebojsa Lukovic, Ms Fiona McCluney and Ambassador 

Janina Hrebickova for their valuable contributions to this Security Dialogue on 

the Implementation of the joint Government of Montenegro/OSCE/UNDP 

Montenegro Demilitarisation programme ‘MONDEM’. 

 
The EU is fully committed to the implementation of the OSCE Plan of Action 

and the UN Programme of Action on SALW on a national, regional and Global 

basis. Support for SALW/SCA projects in the Western Balkans has remained a 

priority for the EU and its MS for many years. This is illustrated by the ongoing 

generous donations by the EU and its MS to projects currently underway, 

including MONDEM. The EU has carried out several activities in the Western 

Balkans in the framework of the 2005 EU Strategy to combat illicit 

accumulation and trafficking of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) in 

support of the South Eastern and Eastern Europe Clearinghouse for the 

Control of SALW (SEESAC). 

 

Several of the terrorist attacks and attempts that took place recently in the EU 

involved illicit small arms. Thwarting the acquisition by terrorists of weapons 

with military firepower is a priority security objective for the EU. In this regard 

the EU has been closely cooperating with countries in the Western Balkan to 

curb the flows of illicit SALW. This cooperation led to the adoption of an 

Action Plan on the illicit trafficking of firearms between the EU and the 
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South East Europe Region for the years 2015-2019. We are convinced that 

MONDEM will also contribute to mitigating the risk that SALW, legally 

produced, exported or stockpiled for use by armed forces and law 

enforcement, get diverted and end up in the wrong hands contributing to crime 

and terrorism. 

 

We welcome the OSCE's prominent role in providing assistance to 

participating States in the destruction of SALW and conventional ammunition, 

and in improving stockpile management and security practices.  Today’s topic 

is indicatory of an impressive track record at the OSCE in helping to combat 

the broad range of SALW and SCA-related security risks. It also serves as a 

timely reminder to pS of their OSCE commitments in this area. 

 

We are pleased to note that MONDEM continues to greatly affirm the practical 

partnership of the Government of Montenegro, the OSCE and UNDP. 

MONDEM and similar reform activities, involving Partners representing 

domestic institutions and the international community, exemplify the power of 

the comprehensive approach, which is to be applauded. 

 

MONDEM has maintained a consistent momentum in its activities since the 

Memorandum on cooperation between the MoD, OSCE and UNDP on the 

destruction of surplus weapons and military equipment in the AF of 

Montenegro was signed in April 2007. We congratulate all concerned with the 

gathering of the pledges, the successful destruction of over 1500 tonnes of 

ammunition, the complete reconstruction of Storage Site Taraš and the recent 

completion of building works at Storage Site Brezovik. We are also pleased to 

note that MONDEM is a cross-cutting programme through which various 

components of security have been positively impacted. These include human 

security, a counter-proliferation policy and sub-regional Confidence and 

Security Building Measures. We also commend the expanded approach of the 

Government of Montenegro to non-military institutions and citizens, notably 

through a recently completed SALW Campaign which has increased the 
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awareness of its citizens about the threats inherent in the existence of SALW, 

as well as facilitating the collection of illicit SALW in possession of its citizens.  

The EU notes the success of the MONDEM Programme to date and urges the 

OSCE Mission, along with its partners, to continue to support its final phases 

and other defence reforms. We are aware of the requirement for further 

support of the MONDEM Programme in order to ensure its success.  

In conclusion, we would like to take this opportunity to once again thank 

Montenegro for its active involvement as Chair of the FSC in the preparation 

and successful conduct of the OSCE Meeting to Review the Implementation of 

OSCE Practical Assistance Projects on SALW/SCA in July last year.  

 

The Candidate Countries the FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA*, 

MONTENEGRO*, SERBIA* and ALBANIA*, the Country of the Stabilisation and Association 

Process and Potential Candidate BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA, and the EFTA countries 

ICELAND, LIECHTENSTEIN and NORWAY, members of the European Economic Area, as well 

as UKRAINE, the REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA, ARMENIA, and GEORGIA align themselves with 

this statement. 

* The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to 

be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 

 


