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MEDIA ADVISORY 

HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN SOUTH SUDAN AND ITS IMPACT IN THE REGION – 

HIGH-LEVEL EVENT 

WHO: Christos Stylianides, European Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis 

Management 

Stephen O’Brien, UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and 

Emergency Relief Coordinator 

António Guterres, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

WHAT:  Coverage of key note speeches at the opening of the high-level event on the 

humanitarian crisis in South Sudan and its impact on the region 

WHEN:  16 June 2015 at 15:00 (please arrive 10 min in advance to be seated, set up cameras etc.) 

WHERE:  Room E, EU Delegation to the UN and other international organisations in Geneva,  

Rue du Grand-Pré 64, CH-1211 Geneva.  

NOTE:  Accreditation is requested before 16 June at 9:00 to Antje Knorr, EU Delegation, +41 

22 918 2258, +41 78 620 29 50, Fax +41 22 734 2236, Antje.Knorr@eeas.europa.eu 

The humanitarian situation in South Sudan is deteriorating rapidly, vulnerability is deepening and people’s 

coping mechanisms have been stretched to the limit. Severe food insecurity has increased and up to 4.6 

million people may reach crisis and emergency levels by July this year - the highest number since the start 

of the crisis. 

In countries neighbouring South Sudan, the needs of refugees and host communities also continue to grow. 

Since December 2013, 565,000 South Sudanese have fled their country and the outflow continues. Most of 

the refugees have settled in border areas where people already suffer from some of the highest levels of 
chronic vulnerability in the world, placing further strain of highly vulnerable host communities. 

This high-level event will bring together humanitarian and development partners and key donors to 

increase awareness of the situation in South Sudan and the region and address critical shortfalls in funding 
of the humanitarian operation. 

The in-country South Sudan Humanitarian Response Plan, requesting US$1.63 billion, is still about $1 

billion short; the South Sudan Regional Refugee Response Plan, addressing refugee and host community 
needs and requesting $810 million, has to date received $102 million. 

The European Commission is a major donor of humanitarian assistance to the victims of the South Sudan 

crisis. This year, the Commission's humanitarian aid for South Sudan and the neighbouring countries 

affected by the crisis amounts to €120.5 million ($131.3 million). This aid is providing immediate life-

saving assistance (shelter, water, hygiene and protection) for the most vulnerable South Sudanese inside 
and outside of their country.  


