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Thank you, Mr. President. 

I have the honor to speak on behalf of the Member States of the European 

Union that are members of the Human Rights Council. This explanation of 

vote was agreed by the EU as a whole. 

We thank the main sponsors of the resolution entitled “Ensuring respect for 

international law in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East 

Jerusalem” for their efforts to conduct negotiations in an open manner and 

for the attention they paid to our concerns. 

The EU has engaged constructively with the main sponsors with a view to 

achieving a meaningful and well-balanced text that would reflect accurately 

the human rights situation on the ground and not prejudge the outcome of 

any investigations. We are convinced that the most efficient way of reacting 

urgently to the alarming developments on the ground is to make use of 

existing mechanisms and available expertise, such as through a swift 

dispatching of an OHCHR inquiry mission to investigate all violations and 

abuses of international human rights and humanitarian law committed by 

both sides.  

We regret that our suggestions to this effect have not been taken on board by 

the main sponsors. The proposed commission of inquiry, requiring a long 



process before starting to work, would not, in our view, provide a 

sufficiently rapid response to the urgent situation on the ground. In addition, 

the final draft text continues to be unbalanced, inaccurate, and prejudges the 

outcome of the investigation by making legal statements. The EU 

emphasises that the Commission of Inquiry pertains to all violations of 

international human rights law and international humanitarian law by all 

sides, including those committed by Hamas and other militant groups. The 

EU will closely monitor the implementation of the mandate and continue to 

work towards a balanced outcome of the investigations. The draft resolution 

also fails to condemn explicitly the indiscriminate firing of rockets into 

Israeli civilian areas as well as to recognize Israel´s legitimate right to 

defend itself. For this reason the EU cannot support this resolution and EU 

Member States who are members of this Council will abstain. 

The EU would like to make clear that it has worked intensively throughout 

the day until the last minute with the authors of the resolution to find the text 

which we could support. We were prepared to continue working for this 

goal. Unfortunately, however we regret that it was not possible to reach a 

positive outcome. This is such an important issue with the suffering of so 

many people on both sides at stake that it would have been a far better 

outcome to this session of the Human Rights Council if we could have been 

united.  

 

 

 


