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Chairperson, 
 
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 
The Acceding country Croatia*, as well as the Candidate Countries former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro*1, Iceland**2 and Serbia*, the Countries of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, and the EFTA country Norway, member of the European Economic Area, as 
well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova and Armenia align themselves with this 
declaration.  
 
1. We appreciate the paper presented by the Office on the ILO preparations for the Rio+20 
discussions.  
 
2. Rio+20 offers a unique opportunity to secure renewed political commitment in order to 
move forward the sustainable development agenda in a comprehensive way. The outcome of 
the Conference should be ambitious and focus on strengthening the coherence and enhancing 
the links between the environmental, economic and social dimensions of sustainable 
development. 
 
3. An inclusive, green economy is a means to achieve sustainable development globally. 
Greening the economy is essential to promote long term equitable growth, decent jobs and 
resource efficiency. Green economy offers win-win opportunities to all countries, regardless 
of the structure of their economy and their level of development. It is also an opportunity to 
create a positive, inspiring new global model of growth that not only reverses negative 
environmental trends but drives future development and job creation. Therefore we are 
looking forward to the second ILO report on Green Jobs. 
 
We believe that the ILO has to play an important and active role to deliver messages, inputs 
and contributions for the conference as follows. 
 
                                                 
1 *Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be 
part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
2 **Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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4. The Decent Work Agenda has to be fully implemented. All jobs must be "decent jobs" 
which respect freely chosen and productive employment for women and men, fundamental 
principles and rights at work, social protection, and social dialogue.  
 
5. It is also crucial to remove barriers and create conditions for entrepreneurs to create new 
jobs, especially in sectors with growth potential such as green jobs. Taking concrete action to 
overcome the skills mismatch is also necessary. 
 
6. Social policies to reconcile social goals with economic policies are necessary. These 
policies should build on good governance, a dynamic and innovative private sector, efficient 
regulation, market instruments and reduced bureaucracy. Effective implementation of the 
relevant ILO Conventions is of utmost importance to ensure that growth is not only 
economically and ecologically sustainable, but also fair, just and equitable. 
 
7. The private sector, civil society and local government play key roles in delivering green 
growth and promoting sustainable consumption and production, inter alia through corporate 
social responsibility and technology diffusion. All the internationally recognized instruments 
and principles on CSR and Multinational enterprises including the ILO Tripartite Declaration 
are important tools in this respect that should be recalled and be used in the Rio context by 
the private sector. The EU has included these tools in its 2011 Communication on CSR and 
hope that our initiative will inspire others to develop similar policies. 
 
8. One of the operational outcomes of Rio+20 should be the adoption of a green economy 
roadmap with timetables for specific goals, objectives and actions at the international level as 
a significant contribution to sustainable development, with emphasis on poverty eradication 
and social inclusion.  
 
9. Special efforts are needed to enable poor people to participate in, contribute to, and benefit 
from economic development. Jobs with decent working conditions for the poor are key for 
sustainable development as they are fundamental rights for everyone. Escaping in-work 
poverty must be a matter of priority for both employment and social protection policies: 
employment is the most effective route out of poverty for those able to access labour 
markets. In this respect, it is essential to implement the Core Labour Standards and the ILO 
Declaration on Social Justice for a fair Globalization. 
 
10. The effort to establish and develop Social protection floors adapted to each country is 
essential. The ILC 2012 outcome could be useful input into the Conference itself and for the 
follow up. 
 
12. Some of the fundamental prerequisites for the achievement of sustainable development 
are a reformed, better coordinated and more coherent institutional framework and broad 
public participation in decision-making. We stress the importance of the role of social 
partners in this context. We support an open and inclusive process allowing the full and 
active participation of all relevant stakeholders and social partners during the negotiations, at 
the Conference itself, in the strengthened institutional framework resulting from the 
Conference and in the follow-up of Rio+20 and the implementation of the commitments 
made. 
 
13. The proposals on Sustainable Development Goals are a valuable contribution to Rio+20 
that could contribute to a more focused and coherent action towards sustainable development. 
These Goals should fully encompass all three dimensions of sustainable development in a 
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balanced and synergetic way. Work on SDGs should be coordinated and coherent with the 
MDGs review process, without deviating efforts from the achievement of the MDGs by 
2015. 
 
14. In conclusion, the EU and its Member States encourage the ILO to participate actively in 
the conference and are looking forward to an open discussion on the various subjects with all 
countries, social partners and stakeholders. The outcomes of Rio+20 must address our global 
challenges and ensure tangible, effective and forward looking, action-oriented and 
measurable results. They should have a real and positive impact across the world now and for 
future generations. 
 
Thank you, Chairperson. 
 
 
 

__________________ 
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