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Chairperson, 
 
I am making this statement on behalf of the European Union. 
The Acceding country Croatia*, as well as the Candidate Countries former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, Montenegro*1, Iceland**2and Serbia*, the Countries of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process and potential candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the EFTA country Norway, 
member of the European Economic Area, as well as Ukraine and Armenia align themselves with this 
declaration.  
 
The EU would like to thank the International Labour Office for the document presenting new 
developments with regard to the application of Convention 87 in Burma/Myanmar.  
 
The EU welcomes the visit of the ILO high-level mission to the country in January 2012 and takes 
note of the new laws drafted in consultation with the ILO. The European Union also welcomes the 
entry into force of the administrative rules and regulations accompanying the Labour Organisation 
Bill. This demonstrates that visible progress in the legislative process has been achieved.  The EU 
welcomes the new legislation permitting trade union activity and encourages the Government to 
ensure its effective implementation in close and expanded cooperation with the ILO. 
 
The EU encourages the Government to continue to review all other laws, orders and decrees which 
pose obstacles to the full implementation of Convention 87. 
 
The EU welcomes the recent announcement and release of some political prisoners, including 
prominent labour activist. The EU has long called for the unconditional release of all political 
prisoners. While the release of a number of political prisoners is an encouraging first step towards 
national reconciliation, the EU wishes to express concerns over reports that some of the releases 
have not been unconditional. The EU calls for the expeditious and unconditional release of all 
remaining political prisoners, including those  who are still detained for exercising their basic 
economic and social rights, including freedom of association, and invites the Government to work 
with all relevant stakeholders, including civil society, through a consultative process. 
 
The EU also encourages the Government to accept the extension of the ILO presence and to seek 
technical assistance from the ILO and to ensure that implementation of the laws is consistent with 
the right to freedom of association and international labour standards. In particular, the EU 
                                                 
1 *Croatia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of 
the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
2 **Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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encourages the Government to cooperate closely with the ILO in the establishment of a project to 
support the awareness raising and capacity building for all three tripartite partners in order to 
prepare the ground for smooth implementation of the new legislation on freedom of association and 
effective social dialogue in the new environment.  
 
The EU wishes to assist in advancing reforms. It will promote economic development through 
increased assistance for poverty reduction and capacity building, and through strengthened sectoral 
dialogue with the Government. 
 
Considering these recent positive developments, and also taking note of information provided by 
the Government, the EU is of the view that the decision on the appointment of a Commission of 
Inquiry should be postponed to the next session of the Governing Body.  
 
The EU will follow and monitor with great interest further developments in the country in respect of 
trade unions and labour rights. 
 
Thank you, Chairperson. 
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