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Combatting religious intolerance: How to make the best use of existing frameworks?

2016 has begun as 2015 ended, with distressing incidences, in different parts of the world, of hatred, violence,  
intolerance and discrimination perpetrated in the name of religion or belief. These all are related to, shaped by or contribute to  
religious intolerance and hatred, and come against a background of heightened religious hostility and discrimination in 
many parts of the world.

The fight against religious intolerance and discrimination will again be a key political priority for the international  
community, the UN and the Human Rights Council, in 2016. 

Five years ago the Human Rights Council adopted by consensus an action oriented resolution on combatting intolerance, 
negative stereotyping and stigmatisation of, discrimination, incitement to violence and violence against persons based on 
religion or belief (Resolution 16/18).  

Despite important continued consensus - manifested in annual successor resolutions at the Council and the General  
Assembly – the nature of the problem and the extent to which the solution to intolerance lies in strengthening the  
protection of fundamental human rights is being debated.  The question of the relation between Resolution 16/18 and  
related UN initiatives, such as the Resolution on Freedom of Religion or Belief and the Rabat Plan of Action, has  been 
asked. Against this background, the need to continue the conversation on how to make the best use of the existing  
frameworks seems clear.
  
Therefore, on 9th February 2016, the EU Delegation and the URG will organise an informal panel discussion offering  
participants an opportunity to exchange views on various frameworks and information on recent developments. The 
meeting will also be an opportunity to reflect on ways to maximise synergies (and minimise duplications) between the 
Istanbul Process and other relevant initiatives. 


