
 

 
 

 

The Permanent Mission of the Gabonese Republic to the United Nations Office at 

Geneva and other international organizations in Switzerland  

cordially invite you to a side event on: 

 

Human Rights and Sustainable 

Development 
 

Monday, 3rd March 2014, 13h00-15h00 

Palais des Nations, Room XXI 

(Cocktail at 12h45 outside Room XXI) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Moderator 

H.E. Mrs. Amanda ELLIS, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Permanent 

Representative of New Zealand to the United Nations Office in Geneva 

 

Speakers  

 H.E. Mr Tapoyo Alexander, Minister for Human Rights, Equal Opportunities and 

Gabonese diaspora 

 H.E. Mr Noel Messone, Minister for Forestry, Environment and Protection of Natural 

Resources  

 Mr Bacre Ndiaye, Director Human Rights Council and Special Procedures Division 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

 HE Mr. Emmanuel Issoze Ngondet, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Francophonie and 

Regional Integration 



Background 

On 4th December 1986, the General Assembly adopted the UN Declaration on the Right to 

Develop-mint, consecrating the right of all individuals and peoples to the constant 

improvement of their well-being. The Declaration revolutionized the idea of development, 

presenting a transformative vision, which entitled everyone to participate fully and to share 

equitably in development.  

Like all human rights, the right to development provides rights-holders with a specific 

entitlement – in this case a right 'to participate in, contribute to and enjoy social, cultural and 

political development’. This entitlement includes a number of constituent elements 

enumerated in the Declaration, including: people-cantered development; a rights-based 

approach to development; the active, free and meaningful participation of people in 

development; the equitable distribution of the benefits of development without discrimination; 

and self-determination.  

These are not, of course, new or revolutionary concepts, but rather are basic tenants of 

sustainable development – i.e. development that meets the needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.  

Uniting people around the idea that human rights and sustainable development are inter-

related and interdependent is particularly important at the present time as the international 

community continues its consideration of the post 2015 development agenda and the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

Against this background on 3rd March 2014 Gabon will host a side event at the Human 

Rights Council designed to begin a dialogue on the basic parameters of the relationship 

between human rights and sustainable development. The goal will be to support the full 

realization of the right to development by considering it through the lens all three pillars of 

sustainable development – economic development, social development and environmentally 

sustainable development.  

Program 

13:15  "New social policy and measures to ensure equal opportunities in the Republic of 

Gabon," H.E. Mr Alexander Tapoyo, Minister for Human Rights, Equal 

Opportunities and Gabon diaspora 

13.30 "How to combine environmental protection and rural development?"  

H.E. Mr Noël Nelsone Messone, Minister for Forestry, Environment and Resources 

Protection 

13.45  "The right to development and its inclusion in the post 2015 development agenda"  

Mr Bacre Ndiaye, Director of the Division of Special Procedures and the Rights 

Council Man 

14.00  "The new initiative of Gabon on the Rights of Man and Sustainable Development"  

H.E. Mr Emmanuel Issoze Ngondet, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Francophonie and 

Regional Integration 

14.15 Panel Discussion 

14.50 Conclusion and Summary by Moderator 


