
Priorities 
According to the respective declaration, adopted by the United 

Nations in 1998, human rights defenders are those individuals, 
groups and organs of society that promote and protect universally 

recognised human rights and fundamental freedoms without 
resorting to violence.

They seek the promotion and protection of civil and political rights 
as well as the promotion, protection and attainment of economic, 
social and cultural rights. They advocate and mobilise by peaceful 

means to defend the rights of others. However, it often happens that 
the defenders of human rights are themselves targets of attacks and 
threats and that their rights are violated. It is therefore important to 

ensure their safety and protection. This has always been a key 
component of the external policy of the European Union in the field of 
human rights. Through the EU Guidelines on Human Rights Defenders, 

the EU aims to further improve its action in this field. 

Did you know?
Through the European Instrument 
for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR), 
the EU supports human rights defenders 
against repression and the arbitrary exercise 
of power, and aims at providing swift 
assistance to human rights defenders at 
risk. It also aims at reinforcing their 
capacities to do their human rights work in 
the medium and longer term.

The European Instrument for 
Democracy and Human rights provides 
urgent direct financial or material support 
for human rights defenders at risk through 
some of the projects it finances. In addition 
to this support channeled through 
our partners, the European Commission 
manages a small facility to provide ad-hoc 
grants of up to 10.000 Euro to be awarded 
to human rights defenders in need of urgent 
support. 

honour exceptional individuals who combat 
intolerance, fanaticism and oppression in 
particularly difficult circumstances. 
In October 2013 the prize was awarded to 
Malala Yousafzai, a Pakistani campaigner for 
girls’ education.

Top 3 Facts
EU support is aimed at providing assistance and protection. 
The EU Guidelines on human rights defenders provide an overview 

of the EU’s role and aspirations and have been translated into local 
strategies for EU missions in third countries. The guidelines provide 

for intervention by the European Union when 
human rights defenders are at risk, and propose practical means of 

supporting and assisting these individuals and non-governmental 
organisations (like trial monitoring or visits to human 

rights defenders in remote areas).

Support for the Special Procedures of the United Nations 
Human Rights Council is another important component of 

EU policy on human rights defenders. These include the 
establishment of a United Nations Special Rapporteur on Human 

Rights Defenders and regional mechanisms to protect them.

In parallel, the European Parliament has been an 
outspoken supporter of human rights defenders. Since 1988, 

the European Parliament’s SakharovPrize for Freedom of Thought is 
intended to. 
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Main links:
EEAS - The EU’s work with human rights defenders
http://eeas.europa.eu/human_rights/defenders/index_en.htm

EU Guidelines on Human Rights Defenders
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cmsUpload/16332-re01.en08.pdf

European Commission – Democracy and Human Rights – Human Rights Defenders
http://www.eidhr.eu/human-rights-defenders
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Human Rights:
UN Secretary General
Ban Ki Moon, meet
Catherine Ashton.

Human Rights:
The EU has adopted
its fi rst ever unifi ed Strategic
Framework for Human Rights
and Democracy.

Human Rights:
EUSR for
Human Rights,
Stavros Lambrinidis and 
HRVP Catherine Ashton.
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Rights:

EUSR for
Human Rights,
Stavros Lam-

brinidis.


