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Chairman, 

 

The EU and its Member States thank the Secretariat for the work put into preparing this 

proposal for a second phase of the project on strengthening the audio-visual sector in certain 

countries that we discussed earlier under document 17/3. We appreciate the informative and 

useful introduction by Ms Croella. 

 

The EU welcomes projects that promote both the respect for IP and strengthen the business 

case for investments in the creative sector, so we are ready to participate in a constructive 

spirit in the discussions on the extension of the project. 

 

We are convinced that it is essential that a second phase of this project will consolidate and 

broaden the initial results, while building on the existing momentum and expertise achieved in 

Phase I to advance the development of the domestic audio-visual sector and provide increased 

legal certainty. 

 

While welcoming this proposal, we encourage the WIPO secretariat to ensure due and explicit 

attention to a number of issues for the second Phase of this project. Already, the introduction 

we received at the start of this session provided a positive indication that the Secretariat is 

aware of some of these issues, and aims to take them into account for the implementation of 

Phase II. 

 

In particular, we would like to highlight the need for further clarity on: 

 



1. the proposed activities that would consolidate the results of Phase I, and how the lessons 

learned from Phase I will be taken on board to shape Phase II. After all, Phase II should not 

merely be seen as a project extension, but as an opportunity to strengthen the effectiveness 

and efficiency of the project; 

 

2. how the newly participating countries to this project, who would come on board in Phase II, 

would be brought up to speed so as to also benefit from the lessons and results from the first 

phase of the project; 

 

3. how the continued support of relevant authorities will be ensured, so that the project will 

yield results that will be sustained also after project termination; 

 

Finally, the EU and its Member States support the Secretariat's efforts in addressing the 

challenges regarding funding and capacity that were identified in the evaluation report. 

 

Thank you. 

 


