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Committee on Development and Intellectual Property 

17th Session 

(WIPO, Geneva, 11-15 April) 

CDIP/17/3 EVALUATION REPORT ON THE PROJECT ON STRENGTHENING 

AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE AUDIOVISUAL SECTOR IN BURKINA FASO AND 

CERTAIN AFRICAN COUNTRIES 

 

Mr Chair, 

 

The EU & its Member States join others in commending the Secretariat and the participants in 

this project for the results achieved. 

 

We welcome the fact that this project overall has been successful in building awareness on the 

potential benefits of IP, and especially copyright, for the audiovisual sector and has created a 

momentum for enhanced usage of IP in the creative industry of the three participating 

countries. 

 

We feel it is important draw lessons from some of the shortcomings in project management 

that were signaled by the evaluator.  And we subscribe to the conclusion that it is crucial in 

this project to determine the type of support needed to ensure that IP is well integrated within 

the audiovisual sector in these countries. 

 

As stated in the evaluation, it would seem appropriate that WIPO focuses on consolidating its 

efforts in the three participating countries to accelerate the use of IP, possibly through moving 

to more targeted support to film professionals, other relevant stakeholders (such as lawyers, 

broadcasters) and the infrastructures and frameworks required. 

 

When it comes to deciding on a second phase we have studied the proposal made by the 

Secretariat with interest and look forward to the discussion later this week. We share the 

remark of the evaluator that this Committee would have to set limits in terms of the number of 

countries it can support - in light of the limited human and financial resources of the 

Secretariat. Also, as the evaluation indicates, the ongoing support of the relevant authorities is 



of course essential to ensure sustainability, as is the inclusion of support to infrastructures and 

frameworks in addition to a focus on the training program in-country. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Chair 

 

 


