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Closing statement (as delivered in writing) 
 
Madam Vice-Chair, 

 

The EU and its Member States would like to congratulate you and the Chair on your guidance 

of this Committee. We would also like to extend our thanks to the Secretariat for their hard 

work in preparation for this Committee as well as for their efforts during the week. 

 

We had a series of interesting mapping exercises that were presented by the Secretariat: on 

WIPO's activities in the field of South-South cooperation, on WIPO's work on Technology 

Transfer and on WIPO's contribution to the implementation of the Sustainable Development 

Goals, all within the WIPO mandate. These three documents provided thorough insights and 

formed a good basis for policy discussions. It also confirmed our view that the WIPO 

development programme delivers according to its mandate and is in many different ways 

responding to global challenges and is contributing to a wide range of aspects of global 

development. The EU and its MS are ready to constructively engage in future discussions on 

these issues and to explore new ideas on how to ensure optimal use of resources in accordance 

with our mandate.  

We were particularly pleased about the constructive evaluation of the First Phase of the 

Burkina Faso Audiovisual Sector project. We note with satisfaction that we have succeeded in 

approving the second phase of this project in a manner that consolidates and builds on the 

results of phase I and broadens the number of beneficiary countries, while ensuring sound 

follow up of the recommendations of the evaluation. We are equally pleased with the approval 

of the project on the use of information in the public domain for economic development.  

 

We also welcome the approval of the project on 'Cooperation on Intellectual Property Right 

Education and professional training of the Judiciary in Developing Countries'. We agreed to 

this project in the understanding that the slight change in the title does not change in any way 

the objectives and the implementation of this project as it was presented to us in its original 

form at the start of this week.  



We are also pleased to note that - thanks to the tireless efforts of Spain - we have succeeded in 

giving guidance to the secretariat on how to further improve the way in which we deliver our 

technical assistance. However, it is unfortunate that we were not able to agree to a 

constructive and practical way forward. We would have wanted to close the long-standing 

discussions on the external review of WIPO technical assistance, so as to enable us to focus 

our energy and attention on the follow-up of this review, and on the ongoing Independent 

Review of the Development Agenda.   

 

Finally, we would like to welcome the fact that we have respected the timetable and that we 

have finished on time. 

 

Thank you Madam Vice-Chair. 

 


