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Statement by the European Union and its Member States 

Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights 

Thirty-first session 

WIPO, Geneva, 7 – 11 December 2015 

Agenda item: 7 / Limitations and exceptions for educational and research institutions and for 

persons with other disabilities 

 

Dear Vice- Chairman, 

 

The European Union and its Member States welcome discussions on how the copyright framework 

can properly support educational and research institutions and people with disabilities, both in the 

analogue and digital world. We are willing to engage constructively in these discussions. 

 

The EU and its Member States believe that for this agenda item the objective should be to enable 

WIPO Member States to draft, adopt, and implement meaningful limitations and exceptions in these 

areas, within the current international legal framework. As we have said in the past, we do not think 

that working towards legally binding instruments is appropriate.  

 

It is important that WIPO Member States maintain a certain degree of flexibility, which is very 

relevant in view of the different legal systems across WIPO's membership. In many Member States, 

licensing also plays an important role, either alongside the application of exceptions or instead of 

the application of exceptions. With this in mind, we do believe that exchanging best practices on 

this subject could be a useful exercise, particularly if conducted in an inclusive and structured way 

to find efficient solutions to address any specific issues that are identified (for example whether via 

national limitations and exceptions or licensing) within the current international treaties. 

 

The work undertaken by this Committee on this subject can have a meaningful outcome if the 

Committee shares the same understanding of the starting point and objectives of the exercise. 

Clarity on this aspect is important and, in the same way as for other subjects discussed by the 

SCCR, should be pursued, having in mind the need for an efficient use of time and resources.  

 

Thank you. 

 

 


