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Statement by the European Union and its Member States 
Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights 

Thirty-first session 
 

WIPO, Geneva, 7-11 December 2015 
 

Agenda item: 6 / Limitations and exceptions for libraries and archives 
 

Chairman, 

 

The EU and its Member States strongly believe in the function of libraries and archives for cultural, 

social and economic progress. These institutions play an essential role in the dissemination of 

knowledge, information and culture, and help to preserve our history.  

 

We therefore believe that there is merit in discussing how a balanced copyright framework can 

enable these institutions to fulfill their public interest mission, and we are willing to engage 

constructively in these discussions. At the same time, we think that the Committee should strive to 

use time and resources efficiently and to a clear purpose. The current lack of clarity as to the goals 

and expected deliverables of this agenda item is unhelpful in this respect. We believe that such 

clarity should be established in order for the Committee to work towards meaningful results.  

 

Libraries, archives and other heritage and memory institutions serve local, scholarly and other 

communities in very different ways. They work with copyright systems through a variety of 

licensing mechanisms as well as relying on the space provided by the exceptions and limitations 

that legislators across the world have introduced in national legal systems.  This has been possible 

thanks to the space offered by the current international legal system for national policies to respond 

to specific needs and traditions. We prize that flexibility and consider that WIPO Member States 

can make full use of it to devise, adopt and implement meaningful exceptions and limitations for 

libraries and archives.   
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The EU and its Member States consider that the role of WIPO should focus on how exceptions and 

limitations can function efficiently within the framework of existing international treaties. As we 

have stated in past sessions of this Committee, our favored approach is one where WIPO Member 

States take responsibility for their own legal frameworks, supported by an inclusive exchange of 

experiences and best practices and, where necessary, with the assistance of WIPO.  

 

Whilst the need of further binding rules on the international level is far from consensual in this 

Committee, we hope that the importance of well-designed national systems of copyright rules, 

including as regards exceptions and limitations, is supported by all delegations. In this respect, we 

cannot support work towards legally binding instruments, but we believe that a meaningful way 

forward could be to focus on a more thorough and systematic understanding of the problems faced 

by libraries and archives against their needs, giving full consideration to the solutions provided by 

innovation in relevant markets, followed by an investigation of possible solutions among those 

available under the current international framework. We think that, on this agenda item, the 

Committee should work towards this general outcome and undertake to find a consensual way to 

achieve it.  

 

Thank you.  


