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Opening Statement by the European Union and its Member States 

Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights 

Thirty-first Session 

WIPO, Geneva, 7 – 11 December 2015 

 

Chairman, 

The European Union and its Member States would like to thank you and the WIPO Secretariat for 

the preparation of this session of the Standing Committee. We are very confident that your 

commitment and expertise will continue to lead this Committee in constructive discussions and 

towards successful outcomes, for the benefit of the global intellectual property system.  

 

Chairman, 

The Committee should, this time again, strive to make the best possible use of time and resources, 

which demands clarity as to the goals and expected deliverables under each agenda item. 

 

The European Union and its Member States have been actively involved in the discussions on the 

treaty for the protection of broadcasting organizations. These discussions are for us of great 

importance and we are ready to continue to work constructively to advance work on a matter that, 

undeniably, is a complex and technical one at times. We welcome the consolidated text on 

definitions, object of protection and rights to be granted that you prepared and we look forward to 

in-depth discussions based on this text. As we have mentioned on previous occasions, what is 

needed is a broad consensus as to the extent of the protection to be granted so that the treaty can 

provide broadcasting organizations with adequate and effective protection. Considerable efforts 

have been made during previous sessions in order to build consensus on a treaty, which is 

meaningful in view of the technological realities and reflects the needs of broadcasting 

organizations in the 21st century. We look forward to further progress. 

 

The European Union and its Member States will also continue to contribute constructively to the 

discussion on exceptions and limitations. We are hopeful that discussions on these matters can 

continue in a way that leads to useful results, and with a purposeful use of time and resources.  

 

The EU and its Member States strongly believe that current international copyright framework 

already empowers WIPO Member States to introduce, maintain and update limitations and 
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exceptions in their national legislation that can meaningfully respond to their local needs and 

traditions, while continuing to ensure that copyright is an incentive and a reward to creativity. We 

do not believe that there is a need for legislatively binding instruments. Therefore we are not in 

favor of work that would take us in that direction, but we think that useful work could be done at 

WIPO on how exceptions and limitations can best function within the framework of the existing 

international treaties.  

 

Discussions would be most useful if they were aimed at a more thorough understanding of the 

issues at stake and an investigation of possible solutions among those available under the 

framework of the existing international treaties. We hope that the Committee can come to a shared 

understanding on how this can be achieved and on what would constitute a consensual outcome. As 

we said in the past, we believe that exchanging best practices, in an inclusive way that can be of use 

to all WIPO Members, can be a useful tool in that respect.  

Furthermore, the European Union and its Member States consider it important that work in this 

Committee is also devoted to the implementation of the existing international legal framework, 

including the WIPO Copyright Treaty, the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT), 

as well as the Beijing and Marrakesh treaties, which have not yet entered into force. We propose 

that this issue be taken up as future work in this Committee.  

The European Union and its Member States would like also express support for a discussion on the 

resale right as proposed by some delegations. We believe that both subjects are important for the 

international intellectual property system and should find their place in the proceedings of the 

Committee. 

 

Thank you. 

 


