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Statement by the European Union and its Member States 

WIPO - Standing Committee on the Law of Patents 

Twenty-third session 

Geneva, 30 November – 4 December 2015 

 

Feasibility study on the disclosure of INN in patent applications/patents (SCP/21/9) and 

Seminar 

 

Chair,  

 

On behalf of the European Union and its Member States, I would like to thank the WIPO secretariat 

for the feasibility study on the disclosure of international non-proprietary names (INN) in patents 

applications and/or patents in document SCP/21/9, which we discussed at the 21st session of SCP. 

 

We would reiterate our position expressed at this session. The EU and its Member States have 

studied the document, and it appears that on the basis of the information assessed and provided by 

the study, the case for a disclosure requirement of INNs has not been made. The costs and benefits 

are unclear, and the study highlights other limitations. 

 

According to the preliminary findings, it is impossible to disclose, at the time of filing, the future 

corresponding and yet to be published INN in patent applications filed before the publication of the 

Recommended INN. In this scenario, the preliminary findings point to the major challenge of how 

to retroactively link the corresponding INN information to such applications without unduly 

burdening applicants and patent offices. Also, the mere indication of INN in patent applications is 

not sufficient to find out, with one click, what a patent searcher is looking for. At the same time, the 

study points to the fact that patent searchers have developed methodologies to search patents for a 

medicine, primarily using publicly available databases, and that increasing sophistication of IT tools 

might significantly contribute to a simpler and more cost efficient patent search in the fields of 

chemistry and pharmacology. 
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Concerning the subject of patents and health in general, we are looking forward to this week is the 

seminar on patents and health. We hope that the seminar will provide useful information in relation 

to challenges and opportunities faced.  

 

In closing, we would like to emphasise that any further work in the area of patents and health 

should reflect a balanced approach, taking into account the various interfaces and factors of 

relevance to patents and health and drawing, for instance, inspiration from the proposal of the 

Delegation of the United States of America. 

 

Thank you Chair.  


