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Statement by the European Union and its Member States 

WIPO - Standing Committee on the Law of Patents 

Twenty-third session 

Geneva, 30 November – 4 December 2015 

Opening Statement 

 

Chair, 

 

The EU and its Member States would like to thank you for your continued guidance and leadership 

in relation to the SCP.  

 

Looking at the programme of the week ahead of us, we are pleased to see two sharing sessions on 

the programme. The first on experience of experts from different regions on inventive step 

assessment in examination, opposition and revocation procedures, and the second on confidentiality 

protection applied to different types of patent professionals and to national and foreign patent 

advisors.  

 

We are confident that these sharing sessions will provide useful insights and provide a valuable 

basis for further progress in this area. In this respect, we welcome the contributions that the 

delegations of Spain and the UK will make at the sharing session(s).  

 

In relation to the topic 'quality of patents', it was agreed at the 22nd session of the SCP that the 

WIPO secretariat would improve the webpage on work sharing and collaborative activities. We 

would be grateful if the WIPO secretariat could provide us with a presentation this week on the 

improved features of the website.  

 

Another event we are looking forward to this week is the seminar on patents and health. We hope 

that the seminar will provide useful information in relation to challenges and opportunities faced.  

 

With regard to our discussions on the future work of this committee, we believe that it is important 

to retain the delicate balance of different regional priorities in the current work program. Inclusion 

of discussions on the 1979 Model Law would take us further away from a balanced work program. 

Having said this, we would like to highlight our areas of interest. 
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First, on the topic of 'quality of patents'. Several proposals have been made by the Delegations of 

Canada and the UK, Denmark, the US, and by the Delegation of Spain, as endorsed by all other 

Member States of the European Union. We remain in favour of launching a questionnaire 

containing the elements of all the proposals by the Delegations of Canada and the UK, Denmark 

and the US, as contained in document SCP/18/9. Work in this area could be beneficial to all WIPO 

Members, as it could enhance international cooperation, and ensure a more efficient, effective, and 

higher quality patent system to all.  

 

Second, in relation to the 'Client-Patent Attorney Privilege'. We hope that the sharing session will 

provide valuable input in taking this work forward, as convergence of differing provisions would be 

of benefit to users of the patent system.  

 

We remain committed to discussing key aspects of substantive patent law, with the aim of 

international patent law harmonization. 

 

Finally we would like to highlight that the European Union under its enhanced cooperation 

procedure has made significant advances on the European Patent with unitary effect. The Unitary 

Patent provides for a simple and affordable patent protection. The Unitary Patent will help to attract 

and retain innovation, talent and investment. It will come into effect once the necessary ratifications 

have taken place. 

 

We remain dedicated to the work of this Committee and look forward to a constructive session. 

 

Thank you Chair.  

 

 


