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WIPO Advisory Committee on Enforcement (ACE) 
Tenth Session 

(Geneva, 23-25 November 2015) 
 

 Opening Statement 
 
 
 
Chair, 

On behalf of the European Union and its Member States we would like to congratulate you on your 

election as Chair of this Committee and express our wish that under your stewardship the 10th 

session of this Committee will make progress on the issues under discussion and reach agreement 

on a balanced program for its future work. We remain committed to the work of this Committee and 

look forward to a constructive session. We would also like to thank the WIPO Secretariat for their 

diligent and extensive preparation for this meeting. 

 

The EU and its Member States continue to support ACE as a forum that allows us to interact with 

our international trading partners to discuss how our respective IP enforcement policies can link 

together more efficiently and effectively, as IP enforcement policies have to be outward looking.  

The EU Member States will make a number of presentations in the coming days. Focus will be 

placed on various issues such as national awareness raising campaigns, including educational 

awareness raising initiatives, as well as national enforcement experiences.   

 

With regard to developing a work programme for the Advisory Committee on Enforcement, the EU 

and its Member States would propose that consideration be given to a new state-centric agenda 

point which would complement the issue-centric agenda points. We would therefore propose an 

Agenda item on voluntary national presentations of IP enforcement regimes for our next session. 

Under this new agenda item, WIPO Member States who volunteer to step forward would make a 

concise presentation on the status of their legislative, preventive and enforcement efforts in the field 

of intellectual property. Based on this presentation, and assisted by documents prepared by the 

WIPO Secretariat, an interactive dialogue would follow between the Presenting State and other 

WIPO States, as well as other accredited stakeholders. The presentation, background documents 

and the outcome of proceedings would be available on the WIPO website and would constitute an 

invaluable resource for IP practitioners and other international organisations dealing with IP related 

issues. 
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In presenting their national reviews it would be for Member States to set out the emphasis of their 

IP enforcement policies. The necessary technical assistance would be made available. 

The combination of a new state-centric item with issue-centric items allows for a full coverage of 

all relevant IP enforcement issues and will allow for a broadening of the interesting and stimulating 

exchanges of views that have typified the working session of this Committee’s meetings.  

We also take this opportunity to welcome all the other proposals that are currently on the table, 

which will allow for a rich discussion on our future programme of work. 

 

The European Union and its Member States are keen to participate in any further discussions on 

these issues during this and future ACE sessions. 

 

Thank you 

 

 
 
 
 


