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16
th

 Session – Committee on Development and Intellectual Property (CDIP) 

9-13 November 2015 

EU Statement 

Technical Assistance, CDIP/16/6, CDIP/9/16, CDIP/8/INF/1 

Chairman, 

The EU and its Member States thank the WIPO Secretariat for the update of the 2012 

Management Response (CDIP/11/4) to the Deere Roca report on technical assistance. 

Similar to the previous Management Response, the report identifies 3 categories of 

recommendations within the External Review. Category A contains recommendations, which 

are already reflected in WIPO activities, or ongoing reform programs. Category B contains 

recommendations, which merit further considerations. Finally, category C lists 

recommendations, which raise concerns as to their implementation. 

The recommendations under category A of the Management Response are already partially or 

fully reflected in WIPO activities or in ongoing reform programs.  

The Management Response does nevertheless contain a substantial amount of valuable 

information and overview of activities that have been undertaken by the WIPO secretariat, 

which have resulted in the implementation of the vast majority of the recommendations. 

Overall, we note that the vast majority of the A and B category recommendations has been 

implemented, and that work on the recommendations under implementation has also 

progressed after the publication of the management response. We therefore consider the Deere 

Roca report to have been largely implemented. We believe we should now prepare for the 

Independent Review of the Development Agenda recommendations. 

Our further work on technical assistance should be on those recommendations that are 

identified by the secretariat under category B of the Management Response as deserving 

further consideration. We note that the Management Response considers all but one to be 

implemented, which is an excellent achievement and demonstrates the commitment of the 

WIPO secretariat on these matters and the progress made.  

 



This being said, continuous improvement, especially in the area of coordination, sustainability 

and cost efficiency of the projects, is a necessary aspect of a healthy functioning organization 

and we believe lessons learned will be incorporated in future work.  

The recommendations, which raise concerns as to their implementation and are therefore 

classified under category C of the Management Response, should not be considered further. 

We reiterate our commitment to dedicate a full day to IP and technical assistance. This day 

should focus on the identification of best practices and lessons learned from WIPO and non-

WIPO technical assistance, and also offer the opportunity for joint presentations of technical 

assistance projects by developing and developed countries,. The EU and its Member States 

continue to believe that such discussions could bring value to WIPO. We look forward to such 

a debate, which would ensure greater transparency and accountability in all areas of technical 

assistance planning and delivery. 

Thank you Chairman. 

 

 


