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Chairman, 

 

The EU and its Member States would like first of all to reaffirm their strong commitment to 

the important work of the Standing Committee on the Law of Trademarks, Industrial Designs 

and Geographical Indications (SCT). 

 

The EU and its Member States attach great value to the harmonising and simplifying of 

design registration formalities and procedures for the benefit of users and WIPO members 

across the spectrum of development. The SCT has, over the last several years, worked 

assiduously to draw up a draft normative instrument to deal with this issue. These draft 

Articles and Regulations aim at approximating and simplifying industrial design formalities 

and procedures. They are also needed to establish a dynamic and flexible framework for the 

subsequent development of design law, to keep up with future technological changes. In line 

with the respective Development Agenda Recommendations, numerous studies have been 

carried out, in relation to the impact of the proposed Treaty. The study results indicate that 

respondents in all countries, including developing countries, believe that the proposed 

changes would bring about a positive impact. 

 

During the May 2014 session of the General Assembly some delegations stated that the 

question relating to the form of technical assistance had to be resolved in order to reach 

agreement on convening a Diplomatic Conference. We would like to stress once again that as 

technical assistance remains the only open topic under discussion, the EU and its Member 

States remain open to options currently on the table. 



At the time of the General Assembly in May 2014, the substantive provisions of the DLT 

were stabilized. Based on this text, which had reached a high level of maturity, we would 

support the convening of a Diplomatic Conference by this General Assembly, paving the way 

for the adoption of a Design Law Treaty in 2016.  

 

Chairman, 

 

Finally, we take note of the proposal inserted by The African Group on disclosure 

requirement at SCT 32. The Design Law Treaty is aimed at simplifying and harmonizing 

current design formalities and procedures that are used in practice and in so doing will 

provide great advantage to all, including to SMEs in developing countries. The proposal 

moves the text further away from the objective of simplification and alignment of design 

registration formalities. Further, the proposal contains a substantive element, which is not 

covered by the Design Law Treaty, whose scope is confined to design formalities. We would 

therefore call on the African Group to withdraw its latest proposal, which is extraneous to our 

purpose. 

 

Thank you.  

 

 

 


