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Chairman, 

 

On behalf of the EU and its Member States, we would like to warmly congratulate you on 

your election as Chairman of the 55th Series of Assemblies of WIPO. We would also take this 

opportunity to congratulate the two vice Chairs on their election. We look to your able 

stewardship to lead our discussions towards fruitful outcomes. 

 

We thank the outgoing Chair and vice Chair for all the dedication they have shown 

throughout their term in office. We also thank the WIPO Secretariat for their work and 

diligence in preparing the numerous comprehensive documents for these Assemblies and for 

their efforts made throughout the year.  

 

We would also like at this stage to express our additional thanks and gratitude to the WIPO 

Secretariat for its excellent hosting of the successful Diplomatic Conference for the Adoption 

of a new Act of the Lisbon Agreement in May this year. The new Geneva Act of the Lisbon 

Agreement on Appellations of Origin and Geographical Indications is a modern, multilateral 

treaty on a key form of intellectual property. The Conference took place in a transparent and 

inclusive manner. Throughout the discussions, all members of WIPO were able to play an 

active role in the discussions. Many did so and many of their suggestions were taken on board 

in the final compromise text. 

 

The EU and its Member States attach great importance to the creation, maintenance and 

improvement of a balanced and effective international IP system, as the driver of innovation. 

A study carried out in 2013 on the contribution made by IPR intensive industries showed that 

IPR intensive industries support directly or indirectly 35% of jobs. 39% of the EU's total 



economic activity is generated by IPR intensive industries. A follow up study shows that 

companies that own IP rights perform better than those that do not. 

 

To strengthen the global IP framework, we reiterate our support for WIPO in its mission to 

promote innovation and creativity for the economic, social and cultural development of all 

countries through a balanced and effective international IP system. 

 

The EU and its Member States look forward to engaging constructively with all States during 

these Assemblies, in order to reach sustainable outcomes. 

 

We would like to reaffirm our strong commitment to the important work of the Standing 

Committee on the Law of Trademarks, Industrial Designs and Geographical Indications 

(SCT), and more specifically the work that has been done on the Design Law Formalities 

Treaty. We attach great importance to the harmonising and simplifying of design registration 

formalities and procedures. At the 2014 General Assemblies the substantive provisions of the 

Design Law Treaty were stabilized. Based on the March 2014 text, which had reached a level 

of maturity, we would support the convening of a Diplomatic Conference by this General 

Assembly, paving the way for the adoption of a Design Law Treaty in 2016. 

 

We fully acknowledge the need to provide technical assistance and capacity building to 

developing and least developed countries, so that a Design Law Treaty can be successfully 

implemented. As technical assistance remains the only open topic under discussion, the EU 

and its Member States remain open to the options currently on the table. With regard to the 

proposal that has been made to include a substantive requirement into the Design Law Treaty, 

namely a disclosure requirement, we would like to note that this proposal is unrelated to 

simplifying and harmonizing current design formalities and procedures that are used in 

practice and therefore we do not support it. 

The EU and its Member States welcome that the 22nd Session of the Standing Committee on 

the Law of Patents, agreed on future work. We are keen to advance the work of this 

committee and remain hopeful that such efforts will lead to the further international 

harmonization of patent law. 

 



The EU and its Member States place great value on the work of the WIPO Advisory 

Committee on Enforcement and therefore we look forward to the 10th session of the 

Committee, which takes place in November 2015. 

 

As far as the work of the Standing Committee on Copyright and related Rights (SCCR) is 

concerned, the EU and its Member States reiterate their commitment to progressing towards 

the conclusion of a treaty on the protection of broadcasting organisations. A concrete roadmap 

should lead to the convening of a diplomatic conference to that effect in the 2016-17 

biennium. Clear and consensual direction should also be established in respect of limitations 

and exceptions, taking into account the differences that exist within delegations as to the most 

suitable type of work to be undertaken by the Committee and expected outcome. These 

unresolved differences and lack of clarity on the mandate for discussions have affected the 

ability of the committee to work meaningfully. This should be addressed constructively if 

work on these items is to advance. 

 

The EU and its Member States recognise the importance of the work carried out by the 

Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 

Knowledge and Folklore (IGC).  This year WIPO organised two seminars on IGC subject 

matter, to discuss experiences and practices in relation to genetic resources, traditional 

knowledge and traditional cultural expressions.   

 

The gap year has allowed all of us to take stock of where we currently stand. At this stage, we 

believe we should draw the appropriate conclusions on the inability of the IGC to reach an 

agreement within the current framework and parameters. We therefore should consider 

alternatives for our work on this topic. At this stage no proposal on the table would enable us 

to move forward. The EU and its Member States are willing to discuss alternative proposals, 

which could yield a more realistic outcome.  

 

As regards the on-going work in relation to WIPO's Development Agenda, the EU and its 

Member States would like to reaffirm their support and commitment to the appropriate 

implementation of the recommendations of the Development Agenda. WIPO's technical 

assistance and capacity building in the area of cooperation for development must be built on 

the basis of transparency, good governance, efficient use of resources and best practice to 

ensure optimal added value. 



 

Mr Chairman, the EU and its Member States are convinced that we can achieve positive and 

balanced results concerning all issues during these Assemblies and call upon all WIPO 

Member States to approach this meeting with a similar positive attitude. 

 

Thank you  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


