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Statement by the European Union and its Member States 

WIPO - Standing Committee on the Law of Patents 

Twenty-second session 

Geneva, 27-31 July 2015 

Opening Statement 

 

Madame, la Présidente, 

 

L’Union européenne et ses Etats membres tiennent à féliciter, vous et votre vice-présidente, d’avoir 

été élues à la présidence de notre comité, et nous sommes prêts à participer activement aux 

discussions de la semaine sous votre direction éclairée. 

 

We are pleased that the previous SCP session held a successful and interesting discussion regarding 

Member States' experiences on international work sharing and collaboration. Progress has also been 

achieved in the area of confidentiality of communications between clients and their patent advisors, 

where a fruitful seminar was held.  

 

This week's program contains two studies, one on inventive step contained in document SCP/22/3, 

and one on sufficiency of disclosure contained in SCP/22/4. We would like to thank the WIPO 

Secretariat for its work in preparing these studies, and look forward to the discussions on these 

topics.  

 

Madam Chair,  

 

The current work program contains 5 topics under discussion, namely “Quality of Patents, including 

Opposition Systems”, “Client-Patent Attorney Privilege”, “Exceptions and Limitations to Patent 

Rights”, “Transfer of Technology”, and “Patents and Public Health”. We regret that the intensive 

discussions held on the future work program during SCP 21 did not result in a future work program 

acceptable to all.  

  

In relation to the important discussions on the future work program that will take place this week; 

we would like to note that the current work program contains a delicate balance of different 

priorities. It is of the utmost importance to retain this balance.  
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The EU and its Member States attach considerable importance to advancing the work on the quality 

of patents. Firstly, several proposals have been made by the Delegations of Canada and the UK, 

Denmark, the US, and by the Delegation of Spain, as endorsed by all other Member States of the 

European Union. We remain in favor of launching a questionnaire containing the elements of all the 

proposals by the Delegations of Canada and the UK, Denmark and the US. Work in this area could 

be beneficial to all WIPO Members.  

 

We held an interesting and fruitful work sharing session during our previous session. We have 

already formulated several ideas on how to take this work forward, such as a dedicated webpage on 

the WIPO website, conferences and studies. By investing time on this topic, we could enhance 

international cooperation, and ensure a more efficient, effective, and higher quality patent system to 

all.  

 

Another topic on which we would like to make progress is the “Client-Patent Attorney Privilege”, 

as convergence of differing provisions would be of benefit to users of the patent system.  

 

Document SCP/22/5 contains a proposal from GRULAC to revise the 1979 WIPO Model Law for 

Developing Countries on Inventions. This proposal would likely imply a very substantial amount of 

time that would need to be dedicated by the SCP [to this normative work]. In addition, several items 

on the current work program, such as exceptions and limitations, overlap with the proposal.  As a 

consequence, a new balance in relation to the topics under discussion would need to be found.  

  

Furthermore, the proposal is unclear in relation to important points such as oversight and execution 

of the exercise.  On the substance, we would like to emphasize that a possible revision of the model 

law should not touch upon interpretation of the TRIPS provisions. We therefore need more clarity 

on such key issues in order to properly consider the implications of this proposal for the discussions 

on the future work program. 

 

We remain committed to discussing key aspects of substantive patent law, with the aim of 

international patent law harmonization. 

 

We remain dedicated to the work of this Committee and look forward to a constructive session 

Merci Madame, la Présidente. 


