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Standing Committee on the Law of Trademarks, Industrial Designs and Geographical 

Indications 

 

33rd Session 

(WIPO, Geneva, 16 - 20 March 2015) 

 

Proposals by the Delegation of the United States (SCT/30/7 and SCT/31/7) 

 

Chairman, 

 

On behalf of the EU and its Member States I would like to thank the Delegation of the United 

States for their preparation of the proposal outlined in document SCT/31/7, setting out a work 

plan for exploring the feasibility of a Geographical Indications filing system. 

 

The US proposes to conduct a survey of existing national GI regimes. We believe that this 

proposal would add nothing new, and would in essence only reiterate the obvious fact that 

there are some countries which protect GIs through the trade mark system, and others, 

including the EU, through sui generis systems.   

 

The best way to accommodate this diversity of national systems is through the expansion of 

the relevant registration systems run by WIPO: namely the Lisbon and Madrid Systems.  

 

Moving ahead with the revision of the Lisbon system should be WIPO's first priority on GIs , 

improving the diversity and flexibility allowed to Member States by the TRIPS Agreement. A 

key aim of this revision is to make the Lisbon System more attractive to countries that are 

currently not party, such that the system might expand, and reach a wider membership.  

 

Indeed, the Revision constitutes an opportunity to consolidate the important function that the 

Lisbon System plays within the WIPO Global IP Systems, so that in the years to come all GIs 

producers will have an available avenue at WIPO, irrespective of the system they use at the 

national level. 

 

The revised Lisbon Agreement will offer new members a modern multilateral instrument 

which will   enable them to take advantage of the significant benefits stemming from the 
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unique features of the producers' territory and assist them in transforming these features into 

marketable products. Appellations of origin and geographical indications can turn producers 

of labour-intensive commodities into exporters of high-quality agro-business and handicraft 

products. This has the potential to provide a significant incentive for growth and employment.  

 

The Lisbon System Working Group has established, in a process which was open to all WIPO 

Members and allowed observer members to table amendments, a basic proposal for the 

revision of the Lisbon System for the International Registration of Appellations of Origin, as a 

means for obtaining geographical indication protection internationally, through a single 

registration. The Diplomatic Conference for the Adoption of a Revised Lisbon Agreement on 

Appellations of Origin and Geographical Indications in May this year will pronounce itself on 

the basic proposal. The SCT is not the appropriate forum to deal with the revision process. 

 

Consequently, we do not feel that such a work program would add value at the present time, 

and are not in a position to endorse it.  

 

Thank you Chairman. 

 


