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Chairman, 

The European Union and its Member States find it important that the copyright framework enables 

educational, teaching and research institutions to fulfil their role both in the analogue and digital 

world. We therefore welcome discussions on how the copyright framework can enable these 

institutions to fulfil their public interest mission, and we are willing to engage constructively in 

these discussions. 

 

The EU and its Member States are convinced that the legal space and flexibility provided for by the 

existing international copyright framework is sufficient for all Member States of WIPO to draft, 

adopt, and implement meaningful limitations and exceptions in this area. For this reason, the 

European Union and its Member States are not willing to consider work leading towards a legally 

binding instrument in this area. The sharing of best practices among WIPO members and, when 

necessary and required, the assistance of WIPO, is useful in this regard. 

 

The work undertaken by this Committee on this subject can have a meaningful outcome if the 

Committee shares the same understanding of the starting point and objectives of the current 

exercise. Clarity on this point is important and, in the same way as for other subjects discussed by 

the SCCR, should be achieved now. 

 

We believe that the Committee should work on facilitating the adoption and implementation of 

relevant exceptions and limitations at national level in agreement with the existing international 

framework, an objective which we hope everybody will agree on. This approach is one where 

individual WIPO Member States take responsibility for their own legal framework while relying on 

the mutual support that the exchange of best practices and pooled resources can offer.  

 

Thank you. 


