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Statement by the European Union and its Member States 

 

Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights 

Twenty-ninth session 

 

WIPO, Geneva, 8-12 December 2014 
 

Agenda item: 6/ Study on Copyright Limitations and Exceptions for Libraries and Archives 
 

 
Chairman,  

 

The EU and its Member States welcome the updated study on exceptions and limitations for 

libraries and archives by Professor Kenneth Crews and its excellent and captivating  presentation. 

We also grateful to Professor Crews for his words of praise for the European Union's integration. 

We think the study is an excellent basis for the Committee to further develop exchange of best 

practices on exceptions for libraries and archives. 

 

In particular, we would like to highlight the excellent work done in identifying national experiences 

of countries that have revised their statutes on exceptions and limitations in this area since 

completion of the 2008 report. The comprehensive supplemental charts may be a particularly useful 

tool to further the sharing of national experiences. 

Chairman, 

 

The EU and its Member States would like to draw particular attention to the results of the study, 

and highlight how out of 186 WIPO Member States, only 33 have not yet introduced exceptions 

that can be qualified as "for the benefit of libraries" for the purposes of the study in their national 

legislation. The assistance of WIPO and the experience of other WIPO member states can be useful 

for those willing to update or introduce new exceptions. With that in mind, we believe that it could 

be useful for the WIPO Secretariat to build on the study by identifying more clearly the different 

relevant issues, for example by arranging the information in a way that makes it easy for WIPO 

Member States to compare and analyse the experience of others. 

 

While we note a clear increase in the number of Member States adopting exceptions and limitations 

in their statutes since 2008, we also note that the WIPO membership basis has significantly changed 
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since then. With reference to the 37 MS that feature anew in the update of the study, we would 

therefore ask the Secretariat to provide a list distinguishing between those that have introduced or 

modified exceptions after 2008 and those that had it from before., but just did not show up in the 

study for the reasons explained by Professor Crews. 

 

We would invite this Committee to consider what lessons have been learned and to explore ways of 

securing experience sharing and collaboration with relevant national experts.  

 

Thank you.  

 

 

 
 

 


