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Statement by the European Union and its Member States 
 

Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights 
 

Twenty-ninth session 
 

WIPO, Geneva, 8-12 December 2014 
 

Agenda item: 6 / Limitations and exceptions for libraries and archives 
 
Chairman, 

 

The EU and its Member States believe that libraries, archives and other memory institutions play an 

essential role in our society in the dissemination of knowledge, information and culture, and we 

support their work across a wide range of policy areas. We are not willing to consider a legally 

binding instrument on limitations and exceptions for libraries and archives, and in that respect we 

think that any proposals containing language geared towards that goal are not helpful to reach a 

consensual basis for our further discussions. We believe however that there is a role for WIPO and 

this Committee to work on this subject. The ultimate goal should be that exceptions are 

implemented effectively within the ample flexibility offered by the existing international treaties, in 

a way that helps these institutions fulfil their public interest missions well.  The EU and its Member 

States therefore very much favour to have an exchange of national experiences, which can be based 

on the update of the study by Professor Kenneth Crews.  

 

The European Union and its Member States remain committed to a constructive and concrete 

contribution to work on exceptions and limitations for libraries and archives, but we believe that 

such work requires clarity as to its objective.  We have already experienced the cost of not having a 

common objective at the last two SCCR meetings. In that respect, it is unfortunate that the General 

Assembly did not take decisions as to what the Committee is instructed to do on libraries and 

archives, after the failure of the SCCR to fulfil a mandate to provide recommendations that only 

extended to its 28th session. We cannot afford to proceed in the same manner and to repeat the same 

mistakes. To succeed we must set a common objective, so that the wealth of expertise and energy 

present in this Committee is used to a fruitful purpose, which is our shared goal. 

 

The EU and its Member States therefore recommend that the Committee, with the help of the 

Secretariat, make an objective assessment of where we stand, what is possible, and what our goal 

should be in this light. It is important that we have clarity on the parameters for our discussion on 
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exceptions and limitations for libraries and archives in this new context, on its objective and on the 

nature of their expected result, as the basis to discuss substance. 

 

We believe that such clarity is fundamental and a precondition to any subsequent discussion on 

libraries and archives to be meaningful and operational. We therefore hope that our efforts during 

this session of the SCCR will focus on achieving this clarity.  

 

An effective international copyright system in this area will not be defined by new normative 

efforts. Instead, it can be achieved by the recognition and effective implementation of the existing 

exceptions and limitations. The pursuit of clarity and common ground should be in the focus at this 

session.  

 

Thank you. 


