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Statement by the European Union and its Member States 

 

Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights 

Twenty-ninth session 

 

WIPO, Geneva, 8-12 December 2014 

 

Agenda item: 5 / Protection of broadcasting organisations 

 

Chairman, 

 

The European Union and its Member States would like to thank you and the WIPO Secretariat for 

the work related to the treaty on the protection of broadcasting organisations and in particular for 

having prepared the 28th session of the Standing Committee during which we conducted further 

discussions on the main elements of the treaty such as the beneficiaries, the scope of application and 

the rights.  

 

The treaty on the protection of broadcasting organisations is a high priority for the European Union 

and its Member States. We have been actively involved in advancing work on various technical 

issues discussed in previous Committee meetings and have shown open, constructive and flexible 

approach by agreeing to focus the discussion on these aspects of the scope of application and the 

rights on which there seems to be more convergence among delegations even though we also attach 

great importance to other aspects (such as webcasting). We are prepared to continue working in this 

manner and are ready to deepen our discussions and extend them to other elements of the Working 

Document. We have a number of modifications to propose and textual comments to make on this 

Working Document.  

 

We would like to stress that we are convinced that, in order to achieve a treaty giving broadcasting 

organisations adequate and effective protection, a broad consensus needs to be built as to the extent 

of the protection to be granted. While trying to build such consensus, our aim needs to remain the 

conclusion of a treaty which is meaningful in view of the technological realities and of the needs of 

broadcasting organisations in the 21st century. This is why we strongly believe that not only 

transmissions made by traditional means but also internet transmissions of broadcasting 

organisations need to be protected from acts of piracy, whether these acts of piracy occur 
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simultaneously with these transmissions or after these transmissions have taken place. 

 

Thank you. 

 


