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(Item 5) 
 
 
 
Madam Chair, 
 
On behalf of the EU and its Member States, we would like to thank you for your 
stewardship of these 54th series of meetings of the Assemblies of the Member States 
of WIPO. We deeply appreciate the considerable personal investment you have made 
in order to set the stage for successful Assemblies. We would like to thank the DG 
and the Secretariat for the preparatory work they have undertaken, in particular 
drawing up numerous comprehensive documents for these assemblies as well as for 
all the work undertaken throughout the year. We are particularly happy to be taking 
the floor in this brand new meeting hall, a fitting venue for our assemblies. We would 
like to commend all those involved in this project for achievements.  
 
Intellectual property rights act as an incentive to creativity and innovation, improving 
consumer choice and job creation. They are a driver for competitiveness and growth. 
The protection and promotion of Intellectual property rights remains a key priority 
for the European Union and its Member States, given its crucial role for future 
European prosperity. 
 
Let me illustrate this in figures: 39% of the EU's total economic activity (worth €4.7 
trillion annually) is generated by IPR-intensive industries and approximately 35% of 
all employment in the EU is provided either directly or indirectly by these industries. 
 
The World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) is the central hub for global IP 
infrastructure. It serves as a unique global forum for intellectual property services, 
policy, norm setting, information and cooperation, mediation, arbitration, and 
technical assistance. We recall that WIPO's core mission remains the servicing of 
PCT, Madrid, Hague and Lisbon systems and that further resources should be 
allocated to promoting and strengthening these core rights systems. 
 
We believe that WIPO's normative work should not only ensure the proper incentives 
and functioning of the global IP system, but should make concrete improvements 
thereto.  
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WIPO should continue to base its normative work on the principle that the 
recognition and protection of intellectual property rights is essential for creativity and 
innovation and, in today's world, for competitiveness and growth. Weakening such 
recognition and protection has far-reaching and negative economic, legal, and 
practical effects. We would therefore insist on the need to ensure that WIPO's 
normative work is based on solid economic and legal evidence, technical maturity as 
well as on a robust assessment of its impacts. 
 
The EU and its Member States will seek to promote consensus on a decision to 
convene diplomatic conference in respect of a Design Law Treaty. The SCT has 
delivered a mature text which has been ready for harvest for some months. If our 
normative work is to retain credibility we must now move to the next phase by 
convening a diplomatic conference.  
 
The EU and its Member States believe that moving ahead with the revision of the 
Lisbon system should be WIPO’s first priority on geographical indications, in line 
with last year’s decision of the Lisbon Union a Diplomatic Conference will be 
convened in 2015.  
 
Turning to the Standing Committee on Copyright and related Rights, the EU and 
its Member States will also seek to register further progress on a draft Treaty on 
Broadcasters' rights and to chart a course towards a diplomatic conference. The EU 
and its Member States also believe that there is a need to find a meaningful way 
forward for the SCCR work related to limitations and exceptions in view of the 
different approaches that exist as to the most appropriate course of action and 
desirable outcomes. We also believe that it is essential to undertake a thorough 
reflection as to the future work programme of the SCCR, its working methods and its 
role. 
 
On the WIPO Intergovernmental Committee on Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge, and Folklore, the EU and its MS take note of the wide range of open 
policy options and alternatives in the documents discussed in the committee. As 
regards Genetic Resources (GR), the EU and its MS remain open to discuss a 
disclosure requirement provided that it contains safeguards to ensure legal certainty, 
clarity, appropriate flexibility and does not adversely affect in any way the validity 
and effective enforcement of patent rights. With regard to TK and TCEs, given the 
important artistic, cultural, religious and other freedoms at stake, the EU and its 
Member States believe that any international instrument or instruments to be created 
should be non-binding, flexible, evidence-based and sufficiently clear. The EU 
believes that the future work programme of the IGC should reflect the lack of 
agreement on the way forward despite many years of discussion on this topic and 
should therefore consider alternatives to a normative outcome. 
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The EU and its Member States reaffirm their support and commitment to the 
appropriate implementation of the WIPO Development Agenda recommendations.  
 
I will hand the full version of the statement to the Secretariat so that it will be 
available to Member States.  
 
Thank you Madame Chair.  
 


