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Addressing the global challenge of violence, in particular against women and girls 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States, 

 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: The former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Iceland†, Serbia*, Albania*, Bosnia and Herzegovina*, Ukraine, the 

Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

 

Violence is pervasive in every country and in every part of society. It affects large proportion of 

women, men, and children. Women and girls are especially affected. Violence against women and 

girls is a major global public health, gender equality and human rights challenge.  

 

The EU reaffirms its strong support for, and commitment to, the full implementation of the Cairo 

Programme of Action adopted at the International Conference on Populations and Development in 

1994, as well as the key actions for the further implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action 

agreed at ICPD+5 and the Copenhagen Declaration and Action Programme. The EU also 

emphasizes that gender equality cannot be achieved without guaranteeing women's sexual and 

reproductive health and rights, and reaffirms that expanding access to sexual and reproductive 

health information and health services are essential for achieving the Beijing Platform for Action, 

the Cairo Programme of Action and the MDG's.   

Preventing and combating violence against women are essential preconditions for equitable and 

inclusive sustainable development, as well as important values and objectives in themselves. 

 

The goal of gender equality and the empowerment of women need to feature prominently in the 

discussions of the post-2015 development framework. Women across the globe would benefit from 

a new framework based on a human rights-based approach to development; the elimination of 

                                                 
* The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
† Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 



 

inequalities and the promotion of gender equality; robust health systems; transparency; and the fight 

against corruption. 

 

A lot remains to be done for the prevention and response to violence and elimination of all forms of 

violence against women and girls. 

 

The EU strongly condemns all forms of violence against women as violations of women's full 

enjoyment of human rights. Neither custom, tradition, culture, privacy, religion, nor so-called 

honour can be invoked to justify violence, or to avoid the obligations of States with respect to its 

prevention and elimination, and effective prosecution of perpetrators.  

 

The State has the primary responsibility for preventing and eliminating violence against women and 

girls. The Council of the European Union adopted the EU strategic framework and action plan on 

human rights and democracy, which includes commitment to and action on the protection against 

gender-based violence at a global level. Within the EU, all the 28 Members States of the EU have 

implemented encompassing and long-term strategies and action plans -including against female 

genital mutilation - combining legislative, non-legislative measures, preventing violence against 

women, protecting victims and prosecuting the perpetrators. General and specialized support 

services have been put in place. 

 

The EU support a systematic and holistic approach and for the provision of a full range of 

multisectoral services in order to combat violence. 

 

WHO and the health systems of all countries have an important role to play. In this regard, we 

welcome this resolution aimed at fulfilling our duties by strengthening the health system’s response 

to violence, in particular violence against women and girls and the EU and its 28 Member States are 

strongly considering sponsoring this resolution. 

 

Thank you. 


