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134th WHO Executive Board  

 (20-25 January 2014) 

EU Statement 

Progress Report “WHO’s response and role as the health cluster lead in meeting the growing 
demands of health in humanitarian emergencies“ 

 

Madam Director General, Excellences, distinguished colleagues, 

I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States.  

 

Protection of health and saving human lives remains in the centre of principled humanitarian action. 

Since the adoption of the resolution WHA65.20, WHO has walked a long way to fulfil  its 

humanitarian mandate and the leading role in the field of life saving health care. 

 

Two years of implementation of the resolution started to yield tangible results: WHO has put in 

place new policies and tools, such as the Emergency Response Framework, to strengthen its 

humanitarian response capacity, enhance its cluster leadership and implement the IASC 

Transformative Agenda. Some of these tools have been already employed and adjusted in real-life 

scenarios such as Syria, Mali, Philippines and the Central African Republic. We commend this 

leadership from WHO at a country and global level to these recent humanitarian crises, with 

particular appreciation to WHO’s fast deployment in the Philippines in response to Typhon 

Hayian. 

 

We welcome the enhancement of WHO’s preparedness and surge capacity at all organisational 

levels, including the stand-by mechanisms and on-call surge teams, allowing WHO staff to respond 

rapidly when needed. 

 

We recognise the measures undertaken in line with the IASC Transformative Agenda to strengthen 

WHO’s response capacity. We command WHO for its enhanced leadership within the 

Humanitarian Health Cluster at both - the global and country level. In this regard we welcome the 
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establishment of the global health cluster unit, as well as WHO’s active engagement at the level of 

humanitarian agency directors and humanitarian country teams. We further encourage improved 

common needs assessment, strategic results based planning and decision making. Health Cluster 

performance should be further strengthened at all levels in line with the results of its strategic 

review. The implementation of the IASC Transformative Agenda, notably at country level, must 

remain the context for strengthening of WHO's humanitarian activities. WHO’s humanitarian 

actions should ideally allow for continuity with long-term development activities, In this regard, 

enhanced resilience efforts are key.  

 

One of the most challenging humanitarian issues of today is the growing number of threats and 

violent acts against health care personnel, transports and facilities in conflict-driven humanitarian 

emergencies. We are particularly concerned about the negative impact of such acts which 

dramatically limit access to health care for entire communities. With this in mind, we encourage 

WHO to actively involve in initiatives such as "Health Care in Danger" led by the ICRC.  

 

Given the huge humanitarian challenges to date, we call upon donors to  financially contribute to 

WHO's humanitarian activities in 2014-2015 biennium. In a broader perspective, we underline the 

need to reverse the general downward trend in financing of the humanitarian health sector. We 

would welcome up-to-date information on humanitarian funds received by WHO from different 

resources, notably pooled funds such as the UN Central Emergency Response Fund. 

 

We request the WHO to ensure that its internal procedures, including financing and speedy 

temporary recruitment, are fit for rapid WHO response. 

 

To conclude, we wish to recognise once again the overall progress made by the WHO in 

implementation of the resolution 65.20, and we encourage WHO to continue in its efforts to 

improve its global humanitarian role as well as performance on the ground.    

 

Thank you. 

 


