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134th WHO Executive Board 

 (20-25 January 2014) 

EU Statement 

Item 10.6 

Antimicrobial drug resistance 
Chair,  

Distinguished Madam Director-General,  

Excellencies, Members of the Executive Board, 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.  

 

The EU acknowledges the urgency of addressing the growing threat of antimicrobial resistance and 

especially antibiotic resistance globally. 

 

We therefore welcome the WHO report and the STAG recommendation to develop a global action plan. 

Antimicrobial resistance is now a problem that needs to be addressed at all levels and in all regions; by 

health and other sectors and at the highest political level. 

 

The EU would like to stress the need for global action under WHO leadership.  WHO has a crucial role in 

surveying the levels of antimicrobial resistance particularly antibiotic resistance and monitoring the use of 

antibiotics/antimicrobial agents in human health. This surveillance should be an integrated part of WHOs 

regular epidemiological surveillance, taking into account the work of other relevant international partners. 

WHO should also support Member States to prevent acquired infections in healthcare settings, with the view 

to secure patient safety while mitigating the risks of further antimicrobial resistance. 

 

A One Health approach with engagement from all relevant sectors, including health, agriculture, 

environment and research, is a prerequisite for success in this area. This will only be achieved if a multi-

sectorial approach is used at global, country, and local level. 

 

In the EU we are implementing an integrated Action plan, which includes actions both on human and animal 

health to tackle threats from antimicrobial resistance. 

 

We support this draft resolution with the amendments read out by Australia. The EU and its 28 Member 

States are delighted to sponsor this draft resolution which gives WHO a clear mandate to develop a global 

action plan on antimicrobial resistance for the consideration of the 136th Executive Board. 

Thank you. 


