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134th WHO Executive Board  

 (20-25 January 2014) 

EU Statement 

Follow-up to the Political Declaration of the High-level Meeting of the United Nations General 
Assembly on the Prevention and Control of Non-communicable Diseases 

 

 

I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

 

Chairperson, 

 

The EU supports an increased leadership of the WHO in response to the burden of NCDs at global, 

regional and country level.  A few months before the United Nations General Assembly’s 

comprehensive review and assessment of the progress achieved, we note that significant progress 

has been made in the implementation of the global NCD action plan 2008-2013 and that extensive 

decisions were adopted at the 66th WHA, including a new Global action plan taking us to 2020.  

 

The EU supports the proposed terms of reference for the UN Inter-Agency Task Force to be 

submitted to the 67th session of the WHA as well as the nine action plan indicators recommending 

them for adoption. We will continue to work constructively on the terms of reference for the Global 

NCD Coordination Mechanism with a view to finalizing the work before the coming World Health 

Assembly. 

 

The EU wants WHO to continue to be the global leader of the NCD response while it is also clear 

that sustainable results in NCD prevention and control can only be achieved through commitment 

and action across all sectors, both at the international and national levels.  

 

Engaging with non-State actors, including NGOs and businesses, is expected to tap into the 

potential for all partners to make a significant contribution to reduce the NCD burden. At the same 

time WHO and public health must be protected from undue influence by any form of real, perceived 

or potential conflict of interest.  
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As engagement with non-State actors through the GCM can't be decided in isolation from the 

debate going on in the context of WHO reform, we express the urgency to have an agreement on 

organization wide principles in the WHA in May. 

 

The EU looks forward to being an active and constructive partner in taking the NCD agenda further.  

 

With regard to the ToRs of the Global Coordination mechanisms, we call for a time limited 

mandate and reiterate our view that the Mechanism must be a part of the WHO secretariat and 

governed by WHO governing bodies. In order to have full transparency, its tasks need to be defined 

exhaustively and precisely. Standard and norm setting is the domain of WHO and must remain 

outside the scope of the GCM.  

 

Thank you 

 

 


