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Thank you Madam Chair, 

I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its member states. 

The EU and its Member States welcome the Secretariat’s report and the achievements made in 

managerial and financing reforms up to this point. We thank the Secretariat for the presentation of 

the new WHO reform results framework. We need more time to analyse fully the online 

monitoring tool, but consider it as an excellent step towards more transparency on reform 

results. We believe this will strengthen Member States’ oversight of reform implementation.  

We also particularly welcome the evaluation of the financing dialogue and the strong support 

conveyed for its continuation. We underline the importance of the web portal as a tool for 

transparency and accountability; and the coordinated resource mobilisation strategy as a way to 

ensure financing of the programme budget and better alignment. We see the financial and 

administrative implications of resolutions as an important issue. Therefore, the EU and its 

Member States would like to support the draft decision point proposed during PBAC. We see this as 

a good way forward.   

However, the EU and its Member States remain concerned with the slow progress on human 

resource and governance reforms. Following the Director General’s analogy last week during 

PBAC, we would like the pace of governance reform to change from a tango to a quick-step. To 

ensure governing bodies’ oversight role, we all have to play our part. The Secretariat needs to 

publish documents in a more timely manner to give delegations time to reflect and contribute to 

meaningful discussions and decisions. We, the Member States, need to be more disciplined with 

agendas during governing body meetings in reality and not only in words. We are disappointed that 

we were not able to find a pragmatic solution in the last Executive Board on this issue. We 

encourage for this situation to be revisited so we can test-out new and improved ways of working as 

soon as possible. We want to encourage the Secretariat to explore using good practice from other 
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areas. In particular, we would encourage the Director General to follow-up on her proposal made at 

PBAC to find a process for sunsetting resolutions. 

We would like to thank the Secretariat for all its work on the framework for engagement with 

non-state actors. We believe significant progress has been made since January. The EU and its 

Member States are convinced that interaction with non-State actors is a prerequisite for 

strengthening the role of WHO in the global health architecture, while at the same time maintaining 

the integrity and objectivity of the organization. We feel this draft provides a good policy 

framework that could be applied with immediate effect. We encourage all Member States to join us 

in adopting it today. And we can revisit how the framework is working in two years' time. 

Finally, the EU and its Member States believe that communication is a key success factor for 

reform to ensure we all work together towards the same vision. We call for further work on this 

issue.  

Thank you. 

 


