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67th World Health Assembly 
 (19 – 24 May 2014) 

 
Agenda item 16.1 

 
Implementation of the International Health Regulations 

 
 

EU Statement 
 
 

Thank you Madam Chair, 

I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its member states. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey*, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Bosnia and Herzegovina†, 

Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

We thank the Secretariat for the comprehensive report that takes into particular account the 

recommendations issued by the review committee.  

We are witnessing the emergence or re-emergence of health threats with multiple outbreaks in 

various regions of the world, such as Ebola, MERS-Coronavirus, polio as well as the persistent 

threat of pandemic influenza. It is therefore of foremost importance to implement fully the 

International Health Regulations. The EU and its Member States commend the Secretariat for its 

work and involvement at various levels, in response to these events.  

The EU and its Member States are highly committed to the full implementation of the International 

Health Regulations. The recent EU Decision on Serious Cross-Border Threats to Health supports 

the implementation of the International Health Regulations towards strengthened preparedness and 

response.  

In this regard, all international initiatives to strengthen the implementation of the International 

Health Regulations are welcome.  As for example, the recent Global Health Security Agenda  

launched by the United States, which aims at stimulating further international cooperation on the 

International Health Regulations and promoting the reinforcement  of implementation tools. 

                                                 
* Candidate country 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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Furthermore, the EU and its Member States recognize that WHO is crucial for coordinating 

international efforts in this field.  

The implementation of the International Health Regulations is a key element for long term 

preparedness and response as well as a key component of health system strengthening. As stated by 

the International Health Regulations review committee in its 5th recommendation, the maintaining 

of internal capacity and sustainability in the Member States, and also of the Secretariat, to 

conclusively cope with long term public health emergency situations is crucial.  

The EU and its Member States encourage the Secretariat to intensify work on implementing the 

2012 Resolution on the International Health Regulations, especially by strengthening the capacity 

of the WHO, in order to fulfill its mission, to assist State Parties in the most urgent areas of 

implementation.  

Finally, the EU and its Member States welcome the technical briefing organized by the WHO 

Secretariat during this Assembly, which calls for a renewed commitment of Member States to 

implement the International Health Regulations.   

 

Thank you. 


