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67th World Health Assembly 
 (19 – 24 May 2014) 

 
Agenda item 13.1 

 
Prevention and Control of Non-communicable Diseases 

 
EU Statement 

 
Thank you Madam Chair, 

I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its member states. 

The following countries align themselves with this declaration: Turkey*, the former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia†, Montenegro†, Iceland‡, Serbia†, Albania†, Bosnia and Herzegovina†, 

Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

 

The EU welcomes the leadership, which WHO is showing in response to the burden of NCDs at 

global, regional and country level and the significant progress that has been made in the 

implementation of the global NCD action plan 2008-2013.  

 

We thank the Secretariat for the presentation of the GCM work plan 2014-2015, especially given 

the significant time constraints.  Very appropriately, the work plan covers issues where action was 

called for by the 2011 Political Declaration of the High-level Meeting of the General Assembly on 

the Prevention and Control of Non-communicable Diseases.  

 

The EU recognises that the workplan could be more elegantly formulated and we could suggest 

editorial changes in several places to improve its clarity. However, in the interest of making 

progress at this busy WHA and in light of the upcoming reviews the EU is ready to accept the text 

as it stands with one minor clarification: At the end of paragraph 13 of the terms of reference for the 

working groups we suggest replacing the words “as observers” with the words “for consultation”. 

This amendment is based on our agreement to follow the principles of the PIP model. In addition, 

                                                 
* Candidate country 
 
† The Candidate countries former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia as well as potential 
candidate countries Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association 
Process. 
 
‡ Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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we suggest adding the standard footnote on non-State actors as in the terms of reference of the 

GCM.  

 

The EU wants WHO to continue to be the global leader of the NCD response while it is also clear 

that sustainable results in NCD prevention and control can only be achieved through commitment 

and action across all sectors, both at the international and national levels.  This work requires a 

secretariat with adequate financial and human resources and needs to take a visionary approach to 

the challenge of NCDs.  

 

Finally, engaging with non-State actors, including NGOs and businesses, is expected to tap into the 

potential for all partners to make a significant contribution to reduce the NCD burden. At the same 

time, WHO and public health must be protected from undue influence by any form of real, 

perceived or potential conflict of interest and in line with the ongoing discussion on the WHO's 

engagement with Non State Actors. 

 

Madame Chair, 

 

The 66th World Health Assembly adopted the new Global action plan for the prevention and 

control of NCDs taking us to 2020. We think that, with the additional measures to be adopted by 

this Assembly, a complete and comprehensive "NCDs package" is ready to be presented to the UN 

General Assembly review, which will serve to guide the global response to NCDs. 

 

We therefore propose that the Committee (1) adopt the nine action plan indicators for the global 

action plan as per paragraph 18 of document A67/14 (2) recommend the submission of the terms of 

reference for the UN Task Force on NCDs to ECOSOC as per paragraph 17 of the document 

A67/14 (3) endorse the terms of reference for the global coordination mechanism on NCDs. As per 

paragraph 8 of the Annex of document A67/14 Add. 1 and (4) note the work plan for the GCM as 

per paragraph 5 of A67/13 add. 3 with the amendments. We request that the Secretariat read out a 

decision based on this.  

 

In addition, we request the Director General to report back to 68th WHA from the UN General 

Assembly review and on WHO action based thereon.  

 

The EU looks forward to being an active and constructive partner in taking the NCD agenda further.  

Thank you. 


